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California declares slate 
of emergency over 
wildfires, winds 


By 1ERENC E C HEA 
DON THOMPSON 
SANTA ROSA, California 
(AP) — California's gover¬ 
nor declared a statewide 
emergency Sunday after 
officials ordered nearly 
200,000 people to leave 
their homes as hurricane- 
force winds drove multiple 
wildfires through bone-dry 
vegetation. Meanwhile, 
the state's largest utility cut 
electricity to millions of resi¬ 
dents as a precaution to 
prevent more areas from 


igniting. 

Gov. Gavin Newsom said 
in a statement that offi¬ 
cials were deploying "eve¬ 
ry resource available" to 
respond to the wildfires, 
including a large blaze in 
Northern California's wine 
country powered by gusts 
that topped more than 80 
mph (149 kph). 

Elsewhere, two grass fires 
burning in the San Francis¬ 
co Bay Area briefly halted 
traffic on a bridge. 

Continued on Next Rage 



Woodbridge firefighter J oe ZLirilgen passes a burning home as the Kincade Hie rages in Healds- 
buig, Calif., on Sunday, Oct 27, 2019. 

Associated Hess 
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A fence bums in liontof a vineyard as the Kincade Hie bums in Healdsburg, Calif., on Sunday, 
Oct27, 2019. 

Associated Press 


Continued from Front 

The flames came danger¬ 
ously close to homes in 
Vallejo. Another grass fire 
closed a stretch of inter¬ 
state that cut through the 
state capital as smoke ob¬ 
structed drivers along the 
busy stretch. 

In the south, a wildfire in the 
Santa Clarita area near Los 
Angelesdestroyed 18 struc¬ 
tures 

Ihe biggest evacuation 
was in Northern California's 
Sonoma County where 
180,000 people were told 
to packup and leave. 
Meanwhile, Pacific Gas & 
Electric shut off power to 
2.3 million people across36 
counties starting Saturday 
evening. Electricity is ex¬ 
pected to be restored by 
Monday.Ihe fear that the 
winds could blow embers 
and spread fire across a 
major highway prompted 
authoritiesto expand evac¬ 
uation orders that covered 
parts of Santa Rosa, a city 
of 175,000 that was dev¬ 
astated by a wildfire two 
yearsago. 

'This is the largest evacua¬ 
tion that any of us ... can 
remember," the Sonoma 
County Sheriff's Office 
tweeted Sunday morning. 
'Take care of each other." 
Hundredsof people arrived 
at the Sonoma County Fair¬ 
grounds in Santa Rosa by 
Sunday. Some came from 
senior care facilities. More 
than 300 people slept inside 
an auditorium filled with 
cots and wheeled beds 
Scores of others stayed in a 


separate building with their 
pets. 

Among them was Maribel 
Cruz, 19, who packed up 
her dog, four cats and fish 
as soon as she was told to 
flee from her trailer in the 
town of Windsor, which is 
about 60 miles (97 kilome¬ 
ters) north of San Francisco. 
She also grabbed a neigh- 
bor'scat. 

"I'm just nervoussince I grew 
up in Windsor,"she said. "I'm 
hoping the wind cooper¬ 
ates." 

Sonoma County Sheriff 
Mark Essiek urged residents 
in the evacuation zone 
that stretched from the 
wine country to Bodega 
Bay on the coast to get out 
immediately, citing the 24 
lives lost when fire swept 
through the region in Octo¬ 
ber 2017. 

"Although I've heard peo¬ 
ple express concerns that 
we are evacuating too 
many people, I think those 
concerns are not valid at 
this point," Essiek said at 
a news conference Sun¬ 
day, noting that the winds 
pushed fire toward the 
towns of Healdsburg and 
Windsorovemig ht. 

Dani Foster, of Santa Rosa, 
went to the fairgrounds af¬ 
ter moving only about a 
mile every hour in a traffic 
jam on the freeway head¬ 
ed out of town. 

'To thinkof (the fire) coming 
overHealdsburg and Wind¬ 
sor and into Santa Rosa, 
that's a little overwhelming 
and scary," she said. 'You 
don'twantitto be thatbig." 


The Healdsburg area lost 
one of its historic attrac¬ 
tions to the flames Sun¬ 
day when embers earned 
by the winds sparked a 
blaze that engulfed the 
Soda Rock Winery whose 
buildings included a gen¬ 
eral store and post office 
founded in 1869. The winery 
wasabout 10 miles(16 kilo¬ 
meters) outside the town of 
Healdsburg. 

The Kincade Fire began 
Wednesday night and was 
only 10% contained Sun¬ 
day morning, the Califor¬ 
nia Department of Forestry 
and Fire Protection. It has 
burned 47 square miles 
(122 sq. kilometers) and has 
destroyed 79 structures. 
Strong winds hit Sunday 
as gusts reached 93 mph 
(149 kph) in the hills north 
of Healdsburg and topped 
more than 80 mph (129 
kph) in many other areas, 
according to the National 
Weather Service. 

Nine people, including a 
toddler, were injured af¬ 
ter heavy winds toppled a 
30-foot (9-meter) tree at a 
farmers' market in the San 
Francisco Bay Area city of 
Martinez. Six were taken to 
a hospital but the injuries 
were not life-threatening, 
police said. 

The windy conditions, 
which were expected to 
continue until Monday, 
could potentially blow em¬ 
bers and spark fires up to a 
mile away. Fire officiaIssaid 
they feared that if the Kin¬ 
cade Fire crosses U.S. 101, 
it could ignite an area that 


hasn't burned in 80 years. 
'The fuel in that area is ex¬ 
tremely dense, they're ex¬ 
tremely old and dry," said 
Steve Volmer, a fire behav- 
ior analyst with C a IFire. 

The parched vegetation 
from the unseasonably hot 
weather and low humidity 
was already igniting various 
spots elsewhere. 

In the San Francisco Bay 
Area, two grass fires shut 
down a 6-mile (10-kilome¬ 
ter) stretch of Interstate 
80, including a bridge be¬ 
tween the cities of Crockett 
and Vallejo. An emberfrom 
one fire possibly sparked 
the other, but fire officials 
said they won't know until 
an investigation is com¬ 
plete. 

About 200 people were 
evacuated from California 
State University Maritime 
Academy in Vallejo, which 
is 55 miles (88.5 kilometers) 
south of Geyserville where 
the massive Kincade Fire is 
burning. 

Smoke from another grass 
fire Sunday forced the clo¬ 
sure of a stretch of Inter¬ 
state 80 running through 
Sacramento's downtown. 
To the south, a wildfire 
dubbed the Tick Fire de¬ 
stroyed 18 structures Thurs¬ 
day in the Santa Clarita 
area north of Los Angeles. 
Nearly all the 50,000 resi- 
dentsorclered to evacuate 
were allowed back home 
after Santa Ana winds be¬ 
gan to ease. 

As of Sunday, the Tick Fire 
wa s 65% c onta ined. 

What sparked the current 
fires is unknown, but PG&E 
said a 230,000-vo It transmis¬ 
sion line near Geyserville 


malfunctioned minutes 
before that blaze erupted 
Wednesday night. 

The utility acknowledged a 
tower malfunction prompt¬ 
ed a strategy change for 
determining when to kill 
high-voltage transmission 
lines, Andrew Vesey, CEO 
of Pacific Gas & Electric 
Co., said Friday. 

The possible link between 
the wine country fire and a 
PG&E transmission line con¬ 
tained grim parallels to last 
yea rwhen most of the town 
of Paradise burned, killing 
85 people in the deadliest 
U.S. blaze in a century. 

State officials concluded 
a PG&E transmission line 
sparked that fire. 

PG&E said this weekend's 
shut-off was affecting 
about 940,000 homes and 
businesses. The city of San 
Fra nc isc o wa s not in line fo r 
a blackout amid shut-offs 
for most of the rest of the 
San Francisco Bay Area, 
the wine country and the 
Sierra foothills. 

Many residents facing 
blackouts had barely re¬ 
covered from a previous 
shut-offthatcostsome busi¬ 
nesses tens of thousa nds of 
dollars in losses. 

Napa County officials also 
opened several evacua¬ 
tion centers, including one 
at Napa Valley College, 
where overnight winds had 
gusted so strong they top¬ 
pled four blue portable toi¬ 
lets. Ellie Brown and Cody 
Rodriguez, both age 20 of 
Santa Rosa, were trying to 
find space in their second 
evacuation center, after 
finding one in Petaluma 
too crowdedO 
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2 dead, 14 injuied in shooting atcollege party in lexas 


By J AMIE STENG LE 
Associated Mess 
GREENVILLE, Texas (AP) 

— A gunman opened fine 
at an off-campus college 
party in Texas, leaving two 
people dead and 14 in¬ 
jured before he escaped in 
the ensuing chaos, a sheriff 
said Sunday. 

Authorities believe the 
shooter may have been 
targeting justone person at 
the party of a bout 750 peo¬ 
ple outside Greenville, 15 
miles (24 kilometers) south¬ 
west of a satellite campus 
of the Texas A&M Univer¬ 
sity System, and that oth¬ 
ers may have been shot at 
random, Hunt County Sher¬ 
iff Randy Meeks said. Au¬ 
thorities had not yet identi¬ 
fied the suspect and were 
still looking for him, Meeks 
said. 

Ihe shooting took place 
around midnight Satur¬ 
day at what Meeks de¬ 
scribed as a Halloween 
and homecoming party 
for Texas A&M University- 
Commerce, though offi- 
c ia Is ha ve sa id it wa s not a 
school-sanctioned event. 
Authorities believe there 
was one male shooter who 
entered the venue through 
the back door and be¬ 
gan firing with a handgun, 
Meeks said. 

Meeks described "com¬ 
plete chaos"afterthe shots 
rang out, with hundreds 
of people fleeing, includ¬ 
ing the gunman. The in¬ 
jured included four people 
who did not have gunshot 
wounds but who were hurt 
in the melee, he said. 

Ihe two people killed were 
both males, Meeks said, 
but he did not know if they 
were A&M-Commerce stu¬ 


dents He said he believed 
four or five students may 
have been among those 
injured and estimated that 
most of the people at the 
party were in their late 
teens and early 20s. 

Some of the partygoers 
were wearing costumes, 
he said. 

Authorities do not believe 
the gunman was wear¬ 
ing a mask or costume, 
Hunts County Sheriff's Of¬ 
fice Chief Deputy Buddy 
Oxford. He added that the 
shooter was dressed in a 
blue hoodie. 

Authorities have not found 
the gun that was used, Ox¬ 
ford said. 

Ihe shooting came as Tex¬ 
as A&M University-Com¬ 
merce, about 60 miles (97 
kilometers) northeast of 
Dallas, celebrated home¬ 
coming weekend. Accord¬ 
ing to its website, it is the 
second-largest university in 
the Texas A&M University 
System. 

Word of the violence 
spread online overnight, 
with many sharing on so¬ 
cial media graphic video 
purported to show seriously 
wounded victims lying on 
the ground as crying and 
screaming could be heard 
in the background. 

"I just briefly saw one that 
was a very graphic video," 
Meeks said. "I don't know 
that's going to help any¬ 
thing at a II." 

Meeks said the party was 
held at a facility called The 
Party Venue and that the 
owner was cooperating 
with authorities. The venue 
sits along a highway in a 
rura I a rea some 2.5 miles (4 
kilometers) from the Green¬ 
ville city limits. Meeks said 


he was not aware of any 
surveillance video in the 
area. 

Outside the venue Sun¬ 
day, a few Halloween 
masks and other debris 
were strewn about. Pools 
of blood could be seen on 
the ground. 

A patrol sergeant and 
deputy were at the venue 
when the shooting hap¬ 
pened, having been called 
there forcomplaintsabout 
illegal parking, Meeks said. 
An off-duty Farmersville po¬ 
lice officer was also there, 
working as security for the 
partyO 



Authorities work the scene altera deadly shooting in Greenville, 
Texas, on Sunday, Oct 27, 2019. 

Associated Press 
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Kerrtuc ky gov's race stirsc lash overcasino suic ide c laims 



In a Tuesday, Oct 15, 2019 file photo. Republican Gov. MattRevin, left and Democratic Attorney 
General Andy Beshear participate ina debate on the Uhiveisity of Kentucky campus in Lexington, 
Ky. 

Associated Press 


LOUISVILLE, Ky. (AP) — En¬ 
tering the final days of Ken¬ 
tucky's bitter race for gov¬ 
ernor, Republican incum¬ 
bent Matt Bevin exposed 
himself to a new attack by 
flatly denying his recorded 
claim that suicides happen 
nightly in casinos. 

Telling a debate audience 
Saturday night that the 
truth matters, Bevin chal¬ 
lenged his opponent to 
produce a tape proving his 
denial wrong. Democrat 
Andy Beshear offered up 
the audiotape Sunday. 

The televised exchange 
turned Bevin's summer ra¬ 
dio interview on WKDZinto 
a talking point for Demo¬ 
crats heading into the last 
full week of campaigning 
in the close gubernatorial 
contest. In the interview, 
Bevin claimed, without of¬ 
fering evidence, that sui¬ 
cides occur on a nightly 
basis in casinos 
The exchange highlighted 
the rancor between the 
two rivals, which intensi¬ 
fied when Beshear, as the 
state's attorney general, 
repeatedly sued the gover- 
norfor several of his policy 
and executive decisions. 

It also was an extension 


of their ongoing disagree¬ 
ment over legalizing ca¬ 
sino gambling to raise state 
revenues Beshear supports 
the idea and wants to fun¬ 
nel the state's share of tax 
money into struggling pub¬ 
lic pension systems Bevin, 
who has struggled in his 
efforts to pass comprehen¬ 


sive pension reform in his 
first term, calls casino gam¬ 
bling 'fool's gold" and said 
it has no chance of passing 
the GOP-dominated legis¬ 
lature. 

In the late J uly interview on 
WKDZ Bevin is recorded 
claiming gambling-relat¬ 
ed suicides in casinos are 


nightly occurrences as he 
discussed what he saw as 
societal costs related to 
casino gambling. 

"Every night somewhere in 
America, somebody takes 
their life in a casino be¬ 
cause they've wasted the 
last semblance of dignity 
and hope that they had," 


Bevin said. "Familiesare ru¬ 
ined. Lives a re ruined." 

A top American Gaming 
Association executive had 
previously termed the re¬ 
marks as "patently false 
and irresponsible." 

"The comments resurfaced 
Saturday night amid one 
of several combative ex¬ 
changes between Bevin 
and Beshear. The Demo¬ 
crat said the governor's 
remarks were another ex¬ 
ample of Bevin's false state- 
mentsasthey argued over 
Kentucky's settlement with 
the manufacturer of the 
prescription painkiller Oxy- 
Contin. 

Bevin claims Beshear prof¬ 
ited from Kentucky's settle¬ 
ment with the drug compa- 
nyasa partnerata lawfirm 
that defended the compa¬ 
ny. Beshear denies any in¬ 
volvement in the $24 million 
settlement — reached by 
his predecessor in office — 
and notes that as attorney 
general he's sued multiple 
opioid makersand distribu¬ 
tors. 

"Thisisjust more ofthe same 
from a governor who says 
that someone commits sui¬ 
cide on a casino floor ev¬ 
ery night," BeshearsaidO 
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O ne-year commemoration 
of synagogue shoot ng to 
be mariced 


PITTSBURGH (AP) — The first 
anniversary of the deadli¬ 
est attack on Jews in U.S. 
history is being marked 
around the world Sunday 
with community service 
projects, music and an on¬ 
line remembrance. 

"fhe shooting on Oct. 27, 
2018, killed 11 worshippers 
and wounded seven at 
the Tree of Life synagogue 
in Pittsburgh's Squirrel Hill 
neighborhood. 

The Tree of Life building has 
remained closed since the 
massacre. The three con¬ 
gregations now worship at 
two nearby synagogues. 
Last week, Tree of Life lead¬ 
ers unveiled their vision for 
the damaged building: a 
rebuilt space for places of 
worship; memorial, educa¬ 
tion and social events; and 
classrooms and exhibitions 


Ihe commemoration's 
theme is "Remember. Re¬ 
pair. Together." It includes 
a private Jewish service, 
studying the portion ofthe 
Torah that was to be read 
when the shooting hap¬ 
pened, opportunities to do 
community service, and a 
public memorial service. 
Several hundred people 
have registered to volun¬ 
teer at various community 
organizations on Sunday. 
In Germany, the Clarion 
Quartet, comprised of Pitts¬ 
burgh Symphony Orches¬ 
tra musicians, will perform 
at a special event in Berlin. 
"Thousands are expected 
to participate in Sunday's 
remembrance through 
Pause With Pittsburgh, a 
virtual memorial event cre¬ 
ated by the J ewish Federa- 
tionsof North America 
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Lawsuit: Southwest pilots streamed 
video from bathroom cam 


PHOENIX (AP) — A lawsuit 
filed against Southwest Air¬ 
lines by a flight attendant 
alleges pilots on a 2017 
flight had an iPad stream¬ 
ing video from a hidden 
camera in a bathroom in 
one of the airline's jets. 
Southwest responded Sat¬ 
urday by denying it places 
cameras in aircraft lavato¬ 
ries and by calling the 2017 
incident an "inappropriate 
attempt at humor" not con¬ 
doned by the company. 
"The lawsuitallegesflight at¬ 
tendant Renee Steinaker 
saw an iPad streaming vid¬ 
eo from the plane's forward 
bathroom when she en¬ 
tered the cockpit to be the 
required second person in 
the cockpit when the pilot 
left to use the bathroom 
about 2Vz hours into a Feb. 
27, 2017, flight to Phoenix 
from Pittsburgh. 

According to the suit, Stein¬ 
aker saw the pilot in the 
streaming video on the 
iPad and the co-pilot "with 
a panicked look on his 
face" acknowledged that 
the iPad was streaming 
from a camera in the bath¬ 
room but asserted it was 
a "new security and top- 
secret security measure in¬ 
stalled in all of Southwest's 
Boeing 737-800 planes" 

The suit said Steinaker took 
a cellphone photo of the 
iPad video, provided the 
photo with a report to 
Southwest management 
and was warned by a su- 
pervisorto not tell anybody 
a bout the incident. 
According to the suit, Stein- 
akerwaswamed, "ifthisgot 
out, if this went public, no 
one, I mean no one, would 
everfly ourairline again." 
Court filings by attorneys 


for Dallas-based Southwest 
and the two pilots denied 
the livestreaming allega¬ 
tions, and Southwest on 
Saturday issued statements 
saying it will vigorously con¬ 
test the suit and denying it 
places cameras in aircraft 
lavatories. "When the inci¬ 
dent happened two years 
ago, we investigated the 
allegations and addressed 
the situation with the crew 
involved," the company's 
second statement said. 
'We can confirm from our 
investigation thatthere was 
nevera camera in the lav¬ 
atory; the incident was an 
inappropriate attempt at 
humorwhich the company 
did not condone." 

The suit against South¬ 
west, a company known 
for its joking and irreverent 
behavior by flight crews, 
and the two pilots was an¬ 
nounced Saturday by at¬ 
torneys for Steinaker and 
her husband, also a South¬ 
west flig ht attendant. 

The suit was originally filed 
on behalf of the Steinakers, 
who live in metro Phoenix, 
in an Arizona state court 
in October 2018 and was 
moved in late August to 
federal court in Phoenix. 

An attorney forthe couple, 
Ronald L. M. Goldman, said 
the alleged livestreaming 
would compromise safety 
by distracting crew mem¬ 
bers and intrude on the 
privacy of those using the 
bathroom. 

'The cockpit of a commer¬ 
cial airliner is not a play¬ 
ground for peeping toms," 
Goldman said in a state¬ 
ment. 

An initial version of the suit 
alleged that both spouses 
experienced discrimina¬ 


tion, harassment and re¬ 
taliation in connection with 
Renee Steinakers reporting 
of the in-flight incident. 

A later version of the suit 
didn't include those allega- 
tionsbutsaid they would be 
restored if the federal Equal 
Employment Opportunity 
Commission approved su¬ 
ing on those allegations^ 


In this Marc h 23,2019, file photo, a Southwest Airlines Boeing 737 
Max aircraft lands at the Southern California logistics Aiipoit in 
the high deserttown ofVicton/ille, Calif. 

Associated Press 
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Nebraska prisons seek c rac kdown on out-of-control c ontra ba nd 



In this Friday, Oct 25, 2019, photo guards observe inmates at the Nebraska State Penitentiary, in 
Lincoln, Neb. 

Associated Press 


By GRANT SCHULTE 
Associated ness 
UNCOIN, Neb. (AP) — Au¬ 
thorities have declared war 
on contraband in Nebras¬ 
ka's largest prisons, repeat¬ 
edly combing cells in the 
hunt for cellphones, drugs 
and weapons, but one 
top administrator admits 
the sweeps probably miss 
dangerous items and char¬ 
acterizes the cleanup as a 
near-impossible task. 
Contraband in prison is 
nothing new, but experts 
say fighting the problem 
hasbecome harderthanks 
to technology that facili¬ 
tates smuggling, as well 
as persistent staffing short¬ 
ages and a small number 
of correctional workers and 
visitors who go to extreme 
lengths to sneak illegal 
items inside. 

"It's becoming more of 
a challenge," said Kevin 
Kempf, executive director 
of the Association of Cor¬ 
rectional Administrators. "A 
prison is nothing more than 
a small city with razor wires 
and fences around it. You 
have staff and vendors go¬ 
ing in and out a II of the time 
and, unfortunately, when 
there's money involved, it's 
toughto prevent a II contra¬ 
band from getting in." 
Spurred by a string of as¬ 
saults on guards and an 
increase in synthetic drugs 
such as K2, which mimics 
the effects of marijuana, 


officials last month placed 
the Nebraska State Peni¬ 
tentiary on lockdown twice 
in one week. The surprise 
shakedowns yielded ille¬ 
gal drugs, shanks and cell¬ 
phones, but prison officials 
say they probably did n't get 
everything. Anothersearch 
last week by three dozen 
Nebraska National Guard 
members uncovered more 
drugs, homemade weap¬ 
ons and alcohol at the Lin¬ 
coln Correctional Center, 
a prison for medium- and 
maximum-security inmates. 
Nebraska Department of 
Correctional Services Di¬ 


rector Scott Frakessaid he 
asked the National Guard, 
Lincoln police and the Ne¬ 
braska State Patrol to assist 
so the searches could be 
conducted without pulling 
correctional staffers from 
other prisons. 

A small number of staff¬ 
ers and visitors are respon¬ 
sible for the contraband, 
including one visitor who 
hid drugs in the folds of his 
fat, Frakessaid. Frakessaid 
inmates and visitors con¬ 
stantly find creative ways 
to hide contraband. In his 
previous prison job in Wash¬ 
ington, he said he encoun¬ 


tered one inmate who con¬ 
cealed a 10-inch (25-centi- 
meter) piece of sharpened 
metal in his rectum. 

"I've seen the X-rays, and I 
sha ke my hea d," he sa id. 
Earlier this year, a man was 
arrested forallegedlytrying 
to fly a drone loaded with 
marijuana and tobacco 
over the Lincoln Correc¬ 
tional Center. 

Cellphones have become 
so prevalent in prisons — 
and present such a large 
security risk — that lawmak¬ 
ers approved new criminal 
penalties in May to discour¬ 
age smugglers. Demand 


behind bars has surged 
in recent years, with cell¬ 
phones fetching prices of 
$500to $1,000each. 
Nebraska prison officials 
confiscated more than 250 
contraband phones last 
year. "The state's inspec¬ 
tor general for corrections 
described cellphones as a 
"significant safety concern" 
because inmates use them 
to coordinate gang activ¬ 
ity and communicate with 
the outside world. 

Kempf said many prison of¬ 
ficials would like to use the 
kind of cellphone jamming 
tec hnology that wa stested 
in a South Carolina correc¬ 
tional facility in April, but 
current federal regulations 
keep them from adopt¬ 
ing the technology. A bill 
pending in Congress seeks 
to allow prisons to use jam¬ 
mers, but it's opposed by 
the nation's cellphone ser¬ 
vice providers, which say 
the technology could in¬ 
advertently block service 
to people living close to 
prisons. "The Nebraska State 
Penitentiary presents the 
most problems because 
of the large number of in¬ 
mates and its location in 
the middle of Lincoln. 

"It's easy to get things in 
there," said Doug Koe- 
bemick, a state inspec¬ 
tor general who serves as 
an independent watch¬ 
dog over the corrections 
departmentO 


Girlfriend of Kansas man who wounded 2 lawmen enters plea 



This Wednesday, Sept 18, 2019 photo provided by the Barton 
County Sheriffs Office in Great Bend, Kan., shows Bin Baker. 

Associated Bess 


LYONS, Kan. (AP) — The 

girlfriend of a Kansas man 
who fatally shot his father 
and wounded two Kansas 


law enforcement officers 
before killing himself has 
pleaded no contest to ag¬ 
gravated child endanger- 


ment and obstruction of 
law enforcement. 

Erin Baker, 27, of Ellinwood, 
entered the plea Friday, 
"The Wichita Eagle report¬ 
ed. In exchange, prosecu¬ 
tors dropped a charge of 
interference with law en¬ 
forcement. A no contest 
plea meansthe defendant 
isn't disputing the charge 
but a Iso isn't admitting guilt. 
Baker is expected to re¬ 
ceive probation when she's 
sentenced Dec. 18. 

"The Kansas Bureau of In¬ 
vestigation say Baker put 
her 7-year-old in danger 
by continuing a relation¬ 
ship with David Madden, 
despite knowing he was a 
convicted felon with a gun. 
Madden was under inves¬ 


tigation for the disappear¬ 
ance of an Illinois woman 
when he died in April. In¬ 
vestigators have said Bak- 
er'schild was present when 
Madden critically wound¬ 
ed Rice County Undersher¬ 
iff Chad Murphy during a 
traffic stop. 

Bakerpreviouslytold KWCH- 
TV she was driving when 
Murphy pulled her over in 
the town of Sterling, about 
70 miles (110 kilometers) 
northwest of Wichita. She 
said Madden, a 37-year- 
old former Marine, had a 
gun in his lap and started 
shooting when Murphy ap¬ 
proached the vehicle. 

She said Madden then or¬ 
dered her to drive to his 
house, where he got more 


guns and ammunition. She 
said she and her son got 
away once they dropped 
Madden off at the home 
of his father, 65-year-old 
"Thomas Madden. "That's 
where police say David 
Madden fatally shot his fa¬ 
ther, wounded the sheriff in 
the leg, then killed himself. 
Officials alleged that Baker 
obstructed the investiga¬ 
tion by leaving the scene 
and not attempting to con¬ 
tact authorities. 

A judge on Friday rejected 
a prosecutor's request for 
Baker's $10,000 cash bond 
to remain intact, ensuring 
she stayed behind bars un¬ 
til her sentencing. She was 
instead released on a re¬ 
cognizance bondO 
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FBI will seek 'way foiwaid' on body cams for task forces 


By MIC HA EL BALSAMO 
CHICAGO (AP) — FBI Di¬ 
rector Christopher Wray 
vowed Saturday to 'find a 
way forward" to allow po¬ 
lice officers who serve on 
federal task forces to wear 
body cameras, affirming 
that the government will try 
to reverse a policy that has 
strained its relationship with 
some law enforcement 
agencies. 

Speaking to a packed 
room of police executives 


ships with police depart¬ 
ments and their officers 
who work with agents at 
FBI field offices across the 
country to investigate vio¬ 
lent crime, gangs, drug 
smuggling and terrorism. 
'We want to make sure 
that we find some middle 
ground that we're all com¬ 
fortable with," Wray said, 
warning there were com¬ 
plicated considerations 
at stake. 'The good news 
is we're talking about it. 



In this J uly 23, 2019 file photo, FBI Director Christopher Wkay tes¬ 
tifies before the Senate Judiciary Committee on Capitol hill in 
Washington. 

Associated ness 


at the International Asso¬ 
ciation of Chiefs of Police 
conference in Chicago, 
Wray cautioned that the 
policy would have to strike 
a balance to ensure that 
the recordingsdo notcom- 
promise any sensitive inves- 
tigationsorrevealthe iden¬ 
tities of informants. 

The announcement comes 
months after Atlanta's po¬ 
lice chief withdrew city 
police officers from federal 
task forces over the issue. 
The Justice Department's 
current rules do not allow 
federal agents to wear 
camerasand prohibit local 
officers from wearing them 
during joint operations 
Wray said the FBI needs to 
maintain strong relation- 


We're getting it all out on 
the table, and I'm actually 
confident we are going to 
find a way forward here." 

In a speech and brief panel 
discussion that lasted about 
an hour, Wray steered clear 
of any mention of the J us 
tice Department's criminal 
investigation into the origins 
of the Russia probe that 
shadowed Donald Trump's 
presidency for nearly two 
years 

Attorney General William 
Barr appointed a U.S. at¬ 
torney, John Durham, to 
examine what led the FBI 
to open a counterintel¬ 
ligence investigation into 
the Trump campaign and 
the rolesthat various coun¬ 
tries played in the probe, 


which morphed into spe¬ 
cial counsel Robert Muel¬ 
ler's investigation into Rus 
sian interference in the 
2016 election. 

Trump, who is scheduled to 
speak at the conference 
Monday, has long claimed 
there was political bias at 
the FBI and that the probe 
was part of a "witch hunt" 
to discredit him and his 
presidency. 

Wray warned that FBI 
agents and police officers 


cannot be distracted by 
the opinions of "armchair 
critics" and said instead 
that the "opinions that truly 
matter come from people 
who know us, who work 
with us, who depend on 
us." 

The FBI director also ad¬ 
dressed a new pilot pro¬ 
gram aimed at ensuring 
law enforcement can get 
fast information about 
threats that are called in to 
the FBI's tip line. 


The bureau has faced criti¬ 
cism in recent years fornot 
acting quickly or strongly 
enough on tips that were 
received before mass 
shootings and other inci¬ 
dents 

More than a month before 
a gunman killed 17 people 
at a high school in Parkland, 
Florida, the FBI received 
a tip warning that the sus¬ 
pect, Nikolas Cruz, wanted 
to kill people and wasplan- 
ning a school shooting. □ 
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Al-Baghdadi'sdeatha blow, but IS has survived other losses 



Ibis file image made from video posted on a militant website April 29, 2019, purports to show the 
leader of the Islamic State group, Abu Bakral-Baghdadi, being interviewed by his group's Al- 
Fuiqan media outlet 


By J OSEPH KRAUSS 
Associated Press 
BEIRUT (AP) — The death 
of Islamic State leader Abu 
Bakral-Baghdadi marks the 
demise of one of the most 
brutally effective jihadist 
leaders of modem times — 
a man who commanded 
tens of thousands of fight¬ 
ers from around the world, 
carved out a territorial ca¬ 
liphate in the Middle East 
and refined a horrific ideol¬ 
ogy that survives him. 

U.S. President Donald 
Trump announced Sunday 
that al-Baghdadi died in 
a U.S. raid in Syria after he 
was chased into a tunnel 
with three of his children 
a nd set off a vest of explo¬ 
sives. IS lost its last foothold 
of territory earlier this year 
to U.S.-backed Kurdish-led 
forces, but al-Baghdadi 
had continued to exhort 
remnants of the group to 
carry out attacks. 

His death is a major blow, 
but the extremist group has 
survived the loss of previ¬ 
ous leaders and military 
setbacksgoing backto the 
aftermath of the 2003 US- 
led invasion of Iraq. 

A look at al-Baghdadi's 
death and what it means 
going forward: 

WHO WAS AL- BAG HDADI? 
Bom Ibrahim Awwad Ibra¬ 
him Ali al-Badri al-Samarrai 
in 1971 in Samarra, Iraq, 
he adopted the nom de 
guerre al-Baghdadi and 
joined the Sunni insurgen¬ 
cy against U.S. forces after 
the 2003 invasion. He was 
detained by U.S. troops in 
February2004and spent 10 
months in the Camp Bucca 
prison in southern Iraq. 

He eventually assumed 
control of the Islamic State 
of Iraq, an al-Qaida linked 
group founded by Abu 
Musab al-Zbrqawi, a J orda- 
nian militant killed in a U.S. 
airstrike in Iraq in 2006. Un- 
deral-Baghdadi, the group 
expanded into neighboring 


Syria, exploiting the chaos 
unleashed by that coun¬ 
try's 2011 uprising and civil 
war. In the summer of 2014, 
his fighters swept across 
eastern Syria and northern 
and western Iraq, eventu- 
allycarving outa self-styled 
"caliphate" in a third of 
both countries. In earlyj uly, 
al-Baghdadi made his first 
public appearance, deliv¬ 
ering a sermon in a centu¬ 
ries-old mosque in the Iraqi 
city of Mosul and declaring 
himself caliph, or leader of 
the worid'sMuslims. 

Under his leadership, the 
group carried out a wave 
of atrocities, including the 
enslavement and rape of 
thousands of women from 
Iraq's Yazidi minority. They 
massacred captives, be¬ 
headed journalists and aid 
workers, and threw indi¬ 
viduals believed to be gay 
from the rooftops of build¬ 
ings They gleefully broad¬ 
cast the killings with slickly 
produced videosand pho¬ 


tos on social media. 

WAS HE A THREATTD OTHER 
COUNTRIES? 

Al-Baghdadi repeatedly 
urged his followers to at¬ 
tack a list of enemies that 
came to include much of 
the world, including the 
United States and other 
Western countries, Shiite 
Muslims whom he deemed 
apostates, and even de¬ 
vout Sunni Muslims who re¬ 
jected hisgroup's ideology. 
Unlike Osama bin Laden 
and other jihadists who 
strove to carry out 9/11-style 
attacksthatwould capture 
world attention, a 1-Bagh- 
dadi exhorted followers to 
do whatever they could 
with the weapons they had 
at hand. Hisgroup claimed 
scores of attacks world¬ 
wide, including so-called 
lone wolf attacks with no 
direct connection to the 
group. 

But IS also directly orches¬ 
trated attacks, including 


Associated Press 

the 2015 shootings and sui¬ 
cide bombings in Paris that 
killed 130 people. It also 
claimed this year's Easter 
suicide bombings in Sri Lan¬ 
ka that killed 269 people. 
The extremist group at¬ 
tracted tens of thousands 
of foreigners to whom it 
provided advanced mili¬ 
tarytraining, and spawned 
powerful affiliates in Egypt, 
Ubya, Afghanistan and 
elsewhere that continue to 
carry outattacks. 

WHAT EFFECT WILL HIS 
DEATH HAVE? 

As the wo rid's most-wanted 
terrorist with a $25 million 
U.S. bounty on his head, 
al-Baghdadi's ability to run 
the day-to-day affairs of 
IS was probably very lim¬ 
ited. He would have had to 
move among various safe 
houses with a small group 
of loyalists and avoid us¬ 
ing electronic communica- 
tionsthat could be tracked 
by intelligence agencies. 


But he was an imposing fig¬ 
urehead, and his ability to 
eludethe world 'smostpow- 
erful intelligence services 
forso manyyearsadded to 
his mystique among his fol¬ 
lowers. He proved to be a 
highly effective leaderand 
will be hard to replace. 
Al-Baghdadi never publicly 
designated a successor, 
and many of his top depu¬ 
ties have been killed. His 
death could spark infight¬ 
ing among prospective 
successors, potentially fur- 
therweakening the group. 

ISTHIS THE END OF THE IS 
LAMIC STATE? 

The Islamic State group 
in its various forms has sur¬ 
vived the death of several 
leaders and senior com¬ 
manders. It has been able 
to replenish its ranks by at¬ 
tracting Sunni Muslims in 
the Middle East who feel 
oppressed by their govern¬ 
ments, aswell asforeigners 
attracted by the group's 
a ustere vision of Isla m, its ul¬ 
tra-violent tactics, orboth. 

It still boasts powerful affili¬ 
ates in other countries, and 
remnants of the original 
group continue to carryout 
sporadic attacks in both 
Syria and Iraq. 

Perhaps even more wor¬ 
rying are the tens of thou¬ 
sands of IS fighters and 
supporters detained across 
the Middle East, including 
those held by Kurdish fight¬ 
ers in eastern Syria. The U.S. 
decision this month to pull 
out of Syria and abandon 
its former allies to a Turkish 
invasion allowed hundreds 
of IS supporters to escape 
and raised concemsabout 
the security of other facili¬ 
ties It's possible that a fu¬ 
ture IS leader is wearing a 
prison jumpsuit, quietly re¬ 
cruiting supporters within 
concrete walls lined with 
barbed wire and plotting 
his next move — just as aI- 
Baghdadi once did.□ 
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Chess move: UK parties suggest Dec. 9 
vote in Brexitgambit 



Uhion flags and an umbrella tied to tailings in front of Parliament 
in London, Biday, Oct 25, 2019. 

Associated Ftaess 


By DANICA KIRKA 
LONDON (AP) — Two Brit¬ 
ish opposition parties on 
Sunday proposed an even 
earlier election date than 
Prime MinisterBorisJ ohnson 
has offered, trying to force 
his government to delay a 
final decision on its Europe¬ 
an Union divorce deal. 

The chess move by the Lib¬ 
eral Democrats and Scot¬ 
tish National Party reflects 
the volatile political land¬ 
scape now in Britain. 

The ruling Conservatives 
desperately want a new 
election to bolster their 
numbers in Parliament, but 
they face resistance from 
the main opposition La¬ 
bour Party, which fears the 
country will be unwittingly 
tricked into crashing out of 
the European Union with¬ 
out a deal. 

Ihe latest election pro¬ 
posal is an effort to force 
Johnson to delay debate 
in Parliament on his Brexit 
withdrawal bill until after 
any election, depriving him 
of a possible victory on his 
trademark issue going into 
the campaign. It makes 
Johnson's government 
choose between holding 
an election to improve its 
position in Parliament and 
its goal of securing Brexit 
before that election takes 
place. 

'The challenge isabsolutely 
on (the prime minister), be¬ 
cause if he is serious about 
wanting an election and if 
he's genuine about having 
an election before Christ¬ 
mas, then he can back 
this bill," Liberal Democrat 
leader Jo Swinson told the 
BBC on Sunday. 

Looming over the politi¬ 
cal maneuvering is what 
Johnson and Parliament 
are going to do about his 
Brexit deal and how long 
an extension EU leaders 
will give Britain to the cur¬ 
rent Brexit deadline, which 
is Thursday. The EU in princi¬ 
ple has backed extending 
the Brexit deadline but of¬ 
ficials were meeting again 
this week to figure out how 
long it should be. 

The Uberal Democrats and 
the SNP plan to introduce 
legislation on Tuesday that 


calls for an early national 
election on Dec. 9, three 
days earlier than Johnson 
proposed and years earlier 
than Britain's next sched¬ 
uled vote in 2022. 

Because U.K. law requires 
Parliament to be dissolved 
25 working days before an 
election, the date of any 
poll will dictate how much 
time is available to debate 
J ohnson's Brexit withdrawal 
deal. 

The Liberal Democrats ex¬ 
pect a vote on their pro¬ 
posal Thursday, just days 
before Parliament would 
be suspended. That would 
effectively leave no time 
for lawmakers to consider 
J ohnson's Brexit deal. 

In contrast, Johnson an¬ 
nounced last week he will 
ask lawmakers on Monday 
to authorize a Dec. 12 elec¬ 
tion, then use the rest of 
the legislative term to push 
through his Brexit deal. Un¬ 
der this plan, Parliament 
would be dissolved on Nov. 
7, giving lawmakers about 
seven days to debate the 
withdrawal agreement 
that Johnson and EU lead- 
ersagreed upon. 

The two sides have effec¬ 
tively been debating Brit¬ 
ain's departure from the 
28-nation bloc — which 
has never seen a member 
leave — since British vot¬ 
ers in June 2016 chose to 
leave the EU. But J ohnson's 
deal was cemented only 
10 days ago — and Brit¬ 
ish lawmakers fear rushing 
through a document that 
has enormous economic 
and political consequenc¬ 
es for the country. 

The problem for J ohnson is 
that his proposal requires 
a two-thirds vote of the 
House of Commons and it 
is opposed by opposition 
parties who fear it could 
lead to an economically 
damaging no-deal Brexit. 

In contrast, the Liberal 
Democrat plan only needs 
a simple majority in the 650- 
seat House of Commons 
due to laws governing 
elections. 

The Liberal Democrat plan 
would be conditional upon 
the EU agreeing to extend 
the Brexit deadline until to 


the end of J anuary. J ohn¬ 
son has sought a shorter 
Brexit extension to keep 
alive the possibility of a 
no-deal departure, which 
in tum keeps the pressure 


on British lawmakers to ap¬ 
prove hisdeal. 

Economists say a no-deal 
departure would be very 
damaging to both the Brit¬ 
ish and EU economies.O 
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Pope's Amazon synod proposes married priests* female deacons 



Participants in the Amazon synod attend a Mass celebrated by Pope Francis on the occasion of 
the World Missionary Day, at St Peter's Basilica atthe Vatican, Sunday, Oct 20, 2019. 

Associated Ftess 


VATICAN C nY (AP) — C a th- 

olic bishopsfromacrossthe 
Amazon called Saturday 
for the ordination of mar¬ 
ried men as priests to ad¬ 
dress the clergy shortage 
in the region, an historic 
proposal that would upend 
centuries of Roman Catho¬ 
lic tradition. 

The majority of 180 bish¬ 
ops from nine Amazonian 
co untries a Iso called forthe 
Vatican to reopen a de¬ 
bate on ordaining women 
as deacons, saying "it is ur¬ 
gent forthe church in the 
Amazon to promote and 
confer ministries for men 
and women in an equita¬ 
ble manner." 

The proposals were con¬ 
tained in a final document 
approved Saturday at the 
end of a three-week syn¬ 
od on the Amazon, which 
Pope Franc is called in 2017 
to focus attention on sav¬ 
ing the rainforest and bet¬ 
ter ministering to its indig- 
enouspeople. 

The Catholic Church, which 
contains nearly two dozen 
different rites, already al¬ 
lows married priests in East¬ 
ern Rite churches and in 
cases where married Angli¬ 
can priests have convert¬ 


ed. But if Francis accepts 
the proposal, it would mark 
a first for the Latin Rite 
church in a millennium. 

The celibate priesthood has 
been a tradition ofthe Latin 
Rite Catholic Church since 
the 11th century, imposed 
in part for financial reasons 
to ensure that priests' assets 


pass to the church, not to 
heirs. 

Francis told the bishops at 
the end of the voting that 
he would indeed reopen 
the work of a 2016 commis¬ 
sion that studied the issue 
of women deacons. And 
he said he planned to take 
the bishops' overall recom- 


mendationsand prepare a 
document of his own be¬ 
fore the end ofthe year. 
Some conservatives and 
traditionalists have warned 
that any papal opening to 
married priests or women 
deacons would lead the 
church to ruin. They ac¬ 
cused the synod organizers 


and even the pope himself 
of heresy foreven consider¬ 
ing flexibility on mandatory 
priestly celibacy. 

They vented their outrage 
most visibly this week when 
thieves stole three indig¬ 
enous statues featuring 
a naked pregnant wom¬ 
an from a Vatican-area 
church and tossed them to 
into the Tiber River. 

The statues, which conser¬ 
vatives said were pagan 
idols, were recovered un¬ 
scathed by Italy's Cara¬ 
binieri police. They were 
on display Saturday as the 
synod bishopsvoted on the 
final document, which was 
approved with each para¬ 
graph receiving the re¬ 
quired two-thirds majority. 
The most controversial 
proposals at the synod 
concerned whether to al¬ 
low married men to be or¬ 
dained priests, to address 
a priest shortage that has 
meant some of the most 
isolated Amazonian com- 
munitiesgo monthswithout 
a proper Mass. The para¬ 
graph containing the pro¬ 
posal was the most con¬ 
tested in the voting, but 
received the required ma¬ 
jority 128-41.Q 
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Mozambique president and ruling party 
get overwhelming win 


By TDM BOWKER 
MAPUTO, Mozambique 
(AP) — Mozambique's Pres¬ 
ident Filipe Nyusi has been 
re-elected with 73% of the 
vote and his Frelimo party 
will have 74% of seats in 
parliament, according to 
official results announced 
Sunday following elections 
on Oct. 15. 

The main opposition party, 
Rena mo, has rejected the 
results, alleging the elec¬ 
tions were marked by fraud 
and intimidation. 

After drawing enthusiastic 
crowds during the cam¬ 
paign, Renamo candidate 
Ossufo Mo made took 22% 
of the vote, according to 
Mozambique's electoral 
commission, which report¬ 
ed an overall voter turnout 
of 51% 

In the 250-seat Nationa I As¬ 
sembly, Frelimo won 184 
seats, Renamo 60 seats 


and the MDM party got six 
seats 

Renamo failed to win a 
single province in a vote 
where provincial governors 
were directly elected for 
the first time. 

Frelimo will continue to 
govern all 10 provinces 
which elected provincial 
assemblies. One province, 
Maputo city, did not elect 
a provincial assembly to 
avoid duplicating the mu¬ 
nicipal government, which 
is a Iso run by Frelimo. 

The result leaves Frelimo 
"stronger than ever," said 
businessman and activist 
Erik Charas, who founded 
the independent newspa- 
perA Verdade. 

"A third term is possible," 
despite the constitution 
limiting the president to 
two terms, C ha ras said. A 
two-thirds majority in parlia¬ 
ment would allow Frelimo 


to change the constitution 
without needing the agree¬ 
ment ofthe opposition. 
Opposition parties, includ¬ 
ing the third largest party, 
the MDM, boycotted the 
announcement of the re¬ 
sults. Renamo's Momade 
last week called on Mo¬ 
zambicans not to respect 
the result. 

International observers 
raised concerns about the 
credibility of the results The 
United States Embassy said 
its observers "witnessed a 
number of irregula ritiesa nd 
vulnerabilities during the 
voting and the first stages 
ofthe tabulation process." 
Some results in Gaza prov¬ 
ince, where the elec¬ 
tion authorities registered 
300,000 more voters than 
a recent census said lived 
in the province, "strained 
credulity,"according to the 
U.S. statements 
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www.SOpr0nCi5pi0nOti0r0rul>0XOm 

MooMba Beach 

Phone: (+297) 586-5365 
www.moom ba beach, com 

Dragonfly 

Phone: (+297) 280 0019 
www.d ragortf ly aruba .com 


Hadicurari 

Phone; (+297) 586 2288 
www.haidicurari.co m 

Nos Clubhuis 

Ptione: (+297) 583-1188 
www.nosc! LibhuisSirubaXom 

Fishes & More 

Phone: (+297)586-3659 
www.fi$riesan<imore.i;om 

Cafe the Plaza 

Phone: (+297) 583-8826 
www.cafetheplaza.com 

Que Pasa 

Phone; (+297) 583-4888 
www.quepasaaruba.com 


1 This promotion is only raid on Mondays and only widen using an Amenta™ Express Card. 
No! raid m comtHnaiiQfi wUh any olher offers. Terms appty to all businesses listed abowe. 


Roods; mudslides from heavy tain in J apan kill atleastlO 



Vehicles are submerged in flood wateis after torrential rain in 
Sakura city, Chiba prefecture, eastoflbkyo, Saturday, Oct 26, 
2019. 

Associated Press 


By MARI YAMAGUCHI 
TOKYO (AP) — Torrential 
rain that caused flooding 
and mudslides in towns 
east of Tokyo left at least 10 
people dead and added 
fresh damage in areas still 
recovering from recent ty¬ 
phoons, officiaIs said Satur¬ 
day. 

Rescue workers found the 
body of a person who 
had gone missing in Chiba 
prefecture after getting 
caught up in floodwaters 
while driving. Another per¬ 
son was unaccounted for 
in Fukushima, farther north, 
which is still reeling from 
damage by Typhoon Hagi- 
b is e a die r th is mo nth. 

The death toll from the 
flooding included nine 
people in Chiba and one in 


Fukushima. 

While rainsand floodwaters 
subsided, parts of Chiba 
were still inundated. About 
4,700 homes were out of 
running water and some 
train services were delayed 
orsuspended. 

In Midori district in Chiba, 
mudslides crushed three 
houses, killing three peo¬ 
ple who were buried un¬ 
derneath them. Another 
mudslide hit a house in 
nearby Ichihara city, killing 
a woman. In Nagara and 
Chonan towns, fourpeople 
drowned when their vehi- 
cleswere submerged. 
'There was enormous noise 
and impact, 'boom' like 
an earthquake, so I went 
outside. Then look what 
happened. I was terrified," 


said a Midori resident who 
lives near a crushed home. 
"Rain was even more in¬ 
tense than the typhoons." 


In Fukushima, a woman 
was found dead in a park 
in Soma city after a report 
that a car was washed 


away. A passenger was still 
missing. 

Rain also washed out Fri¬ 
day's second round of the 
PGA Tour's first tournament 
held in Japan, the Zbzo 
Championship in Inzai city. 
Saturday's second round 
allowed no spectators. 
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe 
held an emergency task 
force meeting Saturday 
morning and called for 
'the utmost effort in rescue 
and relief operations" He 
also urged quicks repairs of 
electricity, water and other 
essential services to help re¬ 
store the lives of the disas¬ 
ter-hit residents 
The Prime Minister's Office 
said the average rainfall for 
the entire month had fallen 
in just half a dayFridayO 


Hong Kong weekend ends again with protest violence, tear gas 



Police officers restrain protesters during a rally in Hong Kong on 
Sunday, Oct 27, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By KELVIN CHAN 

HONG KONG (AP) — An 

unauthorized anti-govern¬ 
ment rally in Hong Kong 
quickly turned chaotic on 
Sunday as police used tear 
gas to disperse protest¬ 
ers on a major tourist strip, 
leading to hours of ugly 
confrontations in the semi- 
autonomous Chinese terri¬ 
tory. 

Pro-democracy protesters 
barricaded roads, hurled 
firebombs and set a sub¬ 
way entrance on fire as 
they used hit-and-run tac¬ 
tics against phalanxes of 
riot police. 

Protesters in Hong Kong 
have taken to the streets 
for more than four months, 
in a movement sparked by 
concern about an unpop¬ 
ular China extradition bill 
that has since snowballed 


to include wider demands 
for political reform. 
Protesters, who called the 
latest rally over concerns 
about police conduct, 
were met at the rally by a 
heavy police presence, 
which only ratcheted up 
the tensions. They yelled 
'Gangster cops, death to 
yourwhole family." 

Police have faced criticism 
for using heavy-headed 
tactics including tear gas, 
pepper spray, robber bul¬ 
lets and a watercannon to 
subdue protesters. On oc¬ 
casion they have fired live 
rounds, wounding a teen¬ 
age activist in the chest 
last month. But police say 
they're the ones who are 
victims of violence, having 
been on the receiving end 
of hurled bricks and fire¬ 
bombs 


This month, an 18-year-old 
was charged with inten¬ 
tional wounding fora slash¬ 
ing attack on a riot officer. 
At Sunday's rally, some pro¬ 
testers threw umbrellasand 
other objects at riot police, 
who responded with tear 
gas, bringing traffic on a 
main road to a standstill. 
Protesters ripped up bricks 
from the sidewalkand scat¬ 
tered them on the streets to 
blockcars. 

Some protesters report¬ 
edly to ok refuge across the 
street in the luxury Penin¬ 
sula Hotel, which promptly 
lowered its shutters. 

Many protesters moved 
to the nearby Chungking 
Mansions, a focal point for 
South Asian residents and 
businesses, where they 
continued to face off with 
police, bringing the nor¬ 


mally bustling Nathan Road 
tourist strip to a standstill. 
They were showing sup¬ 
port for the former British 
colony's ethnic and reli¬ 
gious minorities — another 


aim of the rally — after po¬ 
lice used a watercannon 
to spray a mosque and 
bystanders with a stinging 
blue-dyed liquid the previ- 
ousweekendO 
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HARRY WINSTON 


QU1KSILVER 


RUE ROYALE 

VICTORIA SECRET 

THE ISLANDER 
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MONARCH 

MAC 
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SWAROVSKI 

TQLS 
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YOU AND ME LINGERIE 
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Mon to Sat 10am to 10pm * Sundays 5pm to 10pm 
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MALL 
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l BEAUTY CARE/SPA 

1 entertainment] 

F8B J 

AQUA NAILS AND SPA 

CARIBBEAN CINEMAS 

TASTE OF BELGIUM 

ARUBA HAPPY LASHES 

AHUBAHEfiA FLEX 

DREAM LAND ARUBA 
DREAMROWL 

KALIN'S MEXICAN 

KONG PIZZA ARUBA 

THE HUB CAFE 

JOE'S RESTAURANT 


Walking distance from high rise hotels 


Brazil oil spill leaves local fishermen in the lurc h 



In this Oct 23,2019 photo, researchers tram the Bahia Federal University collect material contami¬ 
nated by an oil spill in Camacari, Bahia state, Brazil. 

Associated Press 


By DIANE J EANTET 
DAVID BILLER 
Associated Press 
NO DE JANEIRO (AP) 

Ho Id my his breath for 90 
seconds, Arivaldo Sousa 
dives to depths of up to 
65 feet (20 meters) to haul 
lobsters from the seafloor 
off Bahia state, one of tens 
of thousands of fishermen 
who make a living from the 
rich waters in one of Brazil's 
top tourist destinations. 

Now their livelihood is dry¬ 
ing up. Since the start of 
September, a mysterious 
oil spill has sullied almost 
250 beaches on Brazil's 
northeastern coast. Globs 
of black crude have been 
contaminating the coast¬ 
line in nine Brazilian states, 
most recently slithering 
southward to Bahia. 

O n the o utskirts of Sa Iva d o r, 
Bahia's capital, Sousa nor¬ 
mally harvests 175 pounds 
(80 kilograms) of lobster 
per month but has fished 
a mere fraction of that re¬ 
cently, with hotels and res¬ 
taurants no longer buying 
for fear of contamination. 
Luckily his wife is a teacher, 
but still they've cut all ex¬ 
travagances. Friends are 
worse off. 

'There are people here 
going hungry already, be¬ 
cause they have no way 
to sell elsewhere, and they 
have no way to fish," Sousa 
said by phone. "It'svery sad, 
oursituation is very critical." 
Affected beaches are 
scattered across 1,400 
miles(2,250 kilometers), ac¬ 
cording to the Navy, which 


is overseeing an investiga¬ 
tion and hassaid itsprimary 
hypothesis is that it spilled 
from a boat navigating off 
Brazil's shore. Brazil's state- 
run oil company deter¬ 
mined the oil originated in 
Venezuelan fields; the Ven¬ 
ezuelan government has 
denied it is the source of 
the spilled oil. 

Salvador, where Sousa fish¬ 
es, is Bra zil's first c a p ita I a nd 
considered the center of 
Afro-Brazilian culture. Some 
of its colonial buildings 
were built using lime made 
from mounds of discarded 
seashells. Since crude be¬ 
gan washing up in Brazil's 
northeast region, volun¬ 


teers have rushed to the 
picture-perfect beaches 
and pulled on their gloves 
to gather sludge from the 
sand.The government, too, 
deployed thousands of sol- 
diersto help environmental 
a gents with the cleanup. 
But the work on the shores 
belies the impact beneath 
the water's surface, which 
is only starting to be re¬ 
vealed. 

A survey of three coral reefs 
by the Federal University of 
Bahia found oil in the diges¬ 
tive or respiratory systems 
of all 38 marine animals 
collected, including fish, 
crabs, bivalves and octo¬ 
pus Researchers collected 


the specimens last week¬ 
end and analyzed them in 
a laboratory. 

'I had expected that, since 
the beach cleaning by the 
volunteers was rather fast, 
the degree of contamina¬ 
tion would be small," Fran¬ 
cisco Kelmo, directorof the 
university's biology institute 
that conducted the survey, 
said by phone. 'This shows 
us that these three beach¬ 
es a re under intense stress." 
Bahia Pesca, the state gov- 
emment'sfishing promotion 
agency, is nearing conclu¬ 
sion of a separate survey of 
almost 200 animals, it said 
in a statement. It estimates 
the spill hasaffected 16,000 


fishermen on just the north¬ 
ern third of Bahia's coast, 
and cited lower sales due 
to wary consumers. 
Speaking to reporters Fri¬ 
day in Pernambuco state, 
Brazil's tourism minister Mar- 
celo Alvaro Antonio, de¬ 
clined to comment on the 
potentia I hea Ith risks of eat¬ 
ing seafood, citing ongoing 
analyses of marine fauna 
that have yet to be con¬ 
cluded. 

Business at Salvador's fish 
market has dwindled, ac¬ 
cording to Leila Carreiro 
who makes purchases 
there for her restaurant, 
Dona Mariquita, which 
specializes in traditional Ba¬ 
hian food. Her shellfish are 
sourced from local provid¬ 
ers, including oystersfroma 
quilombo - a community of 
descendants of escaped 
slaves - that struggled to 
scrape out a living even 
before the spill. 

'The restaurant is empty 
and it's not just mine; it's 
the majority of them," Car¬ 
reiro said. 'Suppliers are 
desperate, calling to ask 
if we don't want anything. 
It's stopped. Everything is 
stopped. There's no move¬ 
ment, no clients. This sea¬ 
son, a few years ago, the 
house would be full." 

It's impossible to tell at this 
stage whether the crude 
has stopped washing 
ashore orwill continue, ac¬ 
cording to Lucas Costa, 
Bahia state's secretary for 
agriculture, livestock, irriga¬ 
tion, fishing and aquacul¬ 
ture. □ 
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The Kitchen Table entevs fifth year of gastronomic success on NEW location: 

A very fine culinaiy journey of Caribbean and 

Peruvian fusion cuisine 


EAG LE BEAC H — The Kite hen Table is an elegant; classy, 
intimate, high-quality leslaurant with an exceptional 
dining set-up. Dining here is an experience, a kind of 
sitting- at your- best- friend's or family's kitchen table 
where you feel and taste thatthe food contains love. Are 
you looking for something different; an ecstatic foody 
trip, than this is where you need to go. 

The 7-8 course gastronomic journey will start with spar¬ 
kling wine at the patio of The Kitchen Table's new lo¬ 
cation at Paradise Beach Villas as of 6.45PM. Around 
7.00PM guestswill be guided fora memorable dinneron 
the second floorofthe otherpopularrestaurantAsi esmi 
Peru. The dining concept reflectsextraordinary, elegant 
and exquisite dishesfromthe Caribbean, Peruvian fusion 
and international cuisine created by the owners, Chef 
David Lizano and his team. To pair the perfect wines 
three sommeliers were invited to make the section. 

The interior of the restaurant is if you were in an elegant 
establishment in Lima, the capital city of Peru. You feel 
elevated in the top of the building where dinner takes 
place in an intimate setting. The typical, colorful Peru¬ 
vian fabrics dress the ceiling while the large windows 
dignify the room. There are only 16 seats available cre¬ 
ating an intimacy underlined by the owner's personal 
attention. "This is an amazing experience," says Robert 
J. Giordanella from New York. "The food is truly divine," 
shares a local guest. An evening at The Kitchen Table 
will be noted as unforgettable in your book of vacation 
memories, asitstandsoutfrom the regularisland dinners. 





It is all a bout consistency 

The Peruvian-bom Roxanna Salinas and 
her husband Jan van Nes are the secret 
formula behind The Kitchen Table's suc¬ 
cess. The couple takes a personal ap¬ 
proach to what they do, this is not about 
running a business as usual. This is more 
about making you feel welcomed home, 
as well as being pampered. They bring 
top hospitality, experience and authen¬ 
ticity to the table. Within this gourmet 
dinner concept the two blended the Pe¬ 
ruvian culinary art of Roxanna'stop kitch¬ 
en team and Jan's expertise from The 
Kitchen Table. The result is one big trip of 
delight, indulge and tickling of yourtaste 
buds. The first night at the new location 
will be tomorrow, from then The Kitchen 
Table welcomes you with open arms ev¬ 



ery Tuesdayto Saturday. 


Peruvian touch 

In the la st ten years, Peru has been recog¬ 
nized as one of the world's best culinary 
destinations, and for seven consecutive 
years, the South American country has 
won the award for the Best Culinary des¬ 
tination at the Worlds Travel Awards. Bio¬ 
diversity combined multiculturalism are 
the reasons why Peru is so rich in gastron¬ 
omy. You can travel through the last 500 
years, touch a mix of cultures whenever 
you taste authentic Peruvian cuisine. The 
Kitchen Table brings this epicurean deli- 
caciesto Aruba paired perfectly with the 
best wines and they will make you under¬ 
stand why Peru isatthe height of today's 
gastronomy. 


The Kite hen Table is open from Tuesday to Saturday. Have a peak on their website 
www.thekHhcerrtableinanjba.com or call them at 4-297-5932173. 
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With tumbles of Brassband, Indian dance and $20,000 Cash 

Wind Creek Sea port Casno Opens its Doors 



ORANJ ESTAD — VUind now open. After months of 
Creek Seaport Casino is preparation and renova¬ 


tion, the doois re-open to a 
brand new casino with the 
latest in gaming machines, 
ta bles a nd jac kpot lighting. 
The newly renovated casi¬ 
no is designed to welcome 
our loyal local players to a 
new design where 'Island 
meets modem Dutch'. 

Grand Opening 

It was a grand opening 
like no other; 12 hours of 
nonstop fun, music, food, 
drinks and a grand prize 
giveaway of $10,000 in 
cash! The morning started 
with rythmic rumbles of a 
local brassband followed 
by traditional Native Ameri¬ 
can dancing performed 
by members of the Poa rc h 
Band of Creek India ns from 
Alabama. This fusion of cul¬ 
ture, tunesand dance sym¬ 



CONTACT US BY EMAIL: INFOfjDGOLDCOASTARUBA.COM 


CALL +29 7-586 2200 
TOLL FREE: 1-866-978-5770 
WWW.COLOCOASTARU6A.COM 


bolized a blessing for Wind 
Creek Seaport Casino's 
new beginning and the 
grand welcoming of Wind 
Creek Hospitality to Aruba. 

The ceremony was led by 
J ay Dorris, President & Chief 
Executive Officer at Wind 
Creek Hospitality. Together 
with Paul Gielen, General 
Manager of Renaissance 
Aruba Resort & Casino, 
Dorris cut the giant blue 
ribbon and pronounced a 
successful opening of Wind 
CreekSeaportCasino. Dor¬ 
ris commented, "I have 
looked forward to this day 
since we purchased the 
property in 2017. Since then 
we have learned firsthand 
how special Aruba is and 
we worked hard to honor 
that culture through the 
interior design and renova¬ 
tion of the property. Now 
we look forward to provid¬ 
ing guests the most excit¬ 
ing gaming experience in 
Aruba." 

Island meets modem Dube h 

When designing the new 
interior of Wind Creek Sea¬ 
port Casino, many com¬ 
ponents were brought to 
the table and one special 
component stood out - 
loyal local players. Dash 
Design was responsible 
for the unique interior. The 
Wind Creek Seaport Ca¬ 
sino merges Aruban vibes 
with modem Dutch design. 
Not only local players, but 
all Island explorers are wel¬ 
comed into a casual, fun 
and engaging space that 
touches all of your senses, 
and invites guests to re¬ 
lax and lose track of time. 
Completion of this $2.5 
Million renovation allows 
guests to enjoy a brand 
new casino and a gaming 
experience like no other. 

Newly Renovated Casino 

The newly renovated ca¬ 
sino shows the latest in 
lighting technology. Lights 
illuminate the entire casino 
creating a real party expe¬ 
rience whenevera jackpot 
has been won. The casino 
offers a to ta I of 280 new slot 
machines and 8 gaming 
tables including Roulette, 
Blackjack, Caribbean Stud 
Poker and Three Card Pok¬ 



er. The casino also offers 
the biggest sports betting 
section on Aruba where 
players can easily bet on 
theirfavorite sports and fol¬ 
low everything live on 25 
screens 

Wind Creek Rewards 

Guests can visit Player Ser¬ 
vices and sign up to the 
Wind Creek Rewards pro¬ 
gram. The best part of be¬ 
coming a Wind Creek Re- 
wardsMemberisthe posibil- 
ity to earn points by playing 
in the casinos. Now, players 
also have the opportunity 
to continue playing online 
at www.windcreekcasino. 
com. Wind Creek Casinos 
offerthe most generous re¬ 
wards program on Aruba. 
Wind Creek Crystal Ca¬ 
sino is open 24-hours and 
Wind Creek Seaport Ca¬ 
sino is open from 10AM till 
4AM. For more information, 
please visit our Facebook; 
www.facebook.com/Crys- 
talSeaportCasino/ or web¬ 
site; www.windcreekaruba. 
com 

About Wind Creek Hospi¬ 
tality 

Wind Creek Hospitality 
is an authority of the Po- 
arch Band of Creek Indi¬ 
ans. Wind Creek Hospital¬ 
ity manages the Tribe's 
gaming facilities including: 
Wind Creek Atmore, Wind 
Creek Wetumpka, Wind 
Creek Montgomery, Wind 
Creek Bethlehem, Wa She 
Shu Casino in Nevada, Re¬ 
naissance Aruba Resort & 
Casino, Renaissance Cura¬ 
cao Resort & Casino, Wind- 
CreekCasino.com as well 
as racetracks in Alabama 
and Florida. For more infor¬ 
mation, visit: https://wind- 
c ree khosp ita lity.c o m /. 

About the Foarch Band of 
Creek Indians 

The Poarch Band of Creek 
Indians is the only federally 
recognized Indian Tribe in 
the state of Alabama, op¬ 
erating as a sovereign na¬ 
tion with its own system of 
government and bylaws 
The Tribe ope rates a variety 
of economic enterprises 
which employ thousands 
For more information, visit: 
www.pci-nsn.gov.Q 
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Weekly Free Slot or Table Play for all qualified Club members 



SLOT TOURNAMENT 

BONUS PROGRESSIVE 

Play in our FREE Slot Tournament and win 
a share of $777 in Free Slot Play! 

Progressive starts at $250 and increases 
$25 each week until won! 

Registration starts at 6pm. 




CASINO AND SHOPS 


THE SHOPS 

AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 

Offering a wide variety of Retail 
& Dining Outlets, Salon & Spa 
Services, Souvenirs and more. 

Subway I Juan Valdez Cafe 
Dunkin Donuts f Boskin-Robhins 
Fusion Piano & Wine Bar 
TOF Twist of Flavors I Aruba Aloe 
WE'RCUBA I Bijoux Terrier Boutique 
R-Glass I Curated Lab ! Hungry Piranha 
The Lazy Lizard I The Market 
Shalom Body & Soul Spa 
The Collectables 


Open doily 10am to 4am | i.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 
583.5000 I CQsmoaihambra.com 


Play Responsibly. Villi www.g«rtthlAfiarHnym«Js.arg if you or mmam ya» know has a gambling pi ablrm. 



lop travel journalists honor Bucuti &1ara founder 


EAGLE BEACH — Ewald Biemans, own¬ 
er/CEO of Bucuti & Tara Beach Resort; 
was delighted with a surprise award 
this week with a 2019 Phoenix Award 
from the prestigious Society of Ameri¬ 
can liavel Writers (SATW). 

Founded in 1955, the esteemed 
group'sgoal is to inspire travel through 
responsible journalism. Its members in¬ 
clude more than 1,000 travel writers, 
photographers, editors, broadcast/vid¬ 
eo/film producers, bloggers, public re¬ 
lations experts and hospitality industry 
representatives from the United States 
and Canada. 

"The Phoenix Award is SATW's highest 
recognition bestowed to individuals, 
businesses, organizations and commu¬ 
nities who have demonstrated excep¬ 
tional efforts in preserving, conserving, 
beautifying or protecting the historic, 
cultural and natural resources of an 
area. These tangible results enhance 
the economic, socio-cultural heritage, 
and/or environmental benefits to the 
destination and its value to tourism. 
This year's honorees were announced 
Monday, during the SATW Annual Con¬ 
vention in El Paso, Texas. Biemans was 
the only individual among the three 


winners His leadership in driving Bucuti 
& Tara to become the first and only 
certified carbon-neutral hotel in the 
Caribbean was a highlight during the 
event. 

"In 1969, long before the term 'eco- 
tourism 1 became a buzzword, SATW 
created an award to recognize con¬ 
servation and preservation efforts 
around the world. Fifty years later, the 
Society's members continue to nomi¬ 
nate individuals, communities, and or¬ 
ganizations that have contributed to a 
quality travel experience through their 
conservation, preservation, beautifica¬ 
tion or environmental efforts SATW's 
Board of Directors is proud to honorthis 
year's three outstanding winners," said 
David Swanson, SATW President. 

"I am overwhelmed and truly grateful 
to be honored with the 2019 Phoenix 
Award from the dedicated profession¬ 
als of the Society of American Travel 
Writers," shares Ewald Biemans, owner/ 
CEO of Bucuti & Tara Beach Resort. "In 
particular, I’m thankful to writer Bob 
Curley who nominated me and has 
long helped share Bucuti's story and 
that of Aruba with the world." 

To leam more about the resort, visit 
Bucuti.com. □ 
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YOUR PLACE IN THE SUN 

RESORT OWNERSHIP AT 
ARUBA FINEST TIM E5HARE RESORT 

Play a Linda Salas Office: Mon-Pri (8am-4pm] 
sal pSayalmda.com or call (+29?}-SBS-lQQ0 
Toll free number: 1-888-281-45*14 


Goodwill Ambassadors: 'Xjieat shopping and beautiful waters" 



"nos pride 


Monday at 8:00pm 


Friday at 8:00pm 


♦ DAILY 
HAPPENINGS 


Cultural Night 


Caribbean Night 


Tuesday at 8:00 pm 


There is always something happening for 
the entire family at Paseo Herencia. 
Enjoy our free weekly events. 


Violin Night 


Aruba Has Ta ent 


Sunday at 8:00pm 


Wednesday at 8:OOpm 


Noche Latina 


night 


Every 


at 


7:30pm 


830 pm 


930pm 


Liquid Firework Show 


Paseo Herencia Shopping Center 
j.E + Irausquin Blvd 382-A * Palm Beach, Aruba 


13 ® YoujB 

#paseoherencia 


Circus Night 


STORES OPENING HOURS 
Monday thru Saturday 10am to Wpm 
Sundays 5pm to Wpm 


Parking available in Paseo Parking Garage at 
AfL 1,75/$ 1,00 per hour 


PALM BEACH — Aruba Tourism Authority representative, 
Matouska Heyliger, had the great pleasure in honoring 
many loyal Aruba visitors. These certificates ate a way to 
say "Masha Danki" for continuously choosing Aruba as 
their fovorite vacation destination. The symbolic honor¬ 
ary title is presented on behalf of the Minister of Tourism, 
as a token of appreciation to the guests who visit Aruba 
between 10-20-35and mote consecutive years. 

Hatty and Valerie Campbell from Horida were recently 
honored asGoodwill Ambassadorsdue to their20th con¬ 
secutive visit to Aruba. According to the guests, they love 
the island foritsamazing and friendly people, greatshop- 
ping and beautiful waters. 

Heyliger conducted the ceremony which was held at 
the Barcelo Aruba Resort. She thanked them for choos¬ 
ing Aruba astheirvacation destination and astheirhome 
away from home forso many years.Q 
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Hotel 


Hustle 


Column by: Shanella Pantophlet 

Family Vacation 

ORANJ ES1AD — The other day I read a dear prudence article that 
put me in mind of a situation we regularly encounter at our hotel, 
due to the nature of our business being family oriented, the sub¬ 
ject of the question were these parents who had taken their four 
year old very active son to an upscale restaurant As soon as I 
read the words active four year old I started to cringe and think 
where this may be going, but nothing prepared me for where it 
actually went 




The gist of the story being these parents let 
their son wander around the restaurant, at 
first he was running and they told him to stop 
running, but allowed him to continue to roam 
around. Their waitress in the processof check¬ 
ing on her tables noted him walking around 
and directed him backto his table and asked 
him to sitdown. The parentswere upsetabout 
this, claiming the waitress should have talked 
to them instead of their son. 

The next day they filed a complaint with her 
manager. The manager according to them 
sided with his employee over them, so they 
did the next logical thing and went on Face- 
book looking for sup port. Their Fa c ebook com¬ 
munity apparently lashed out at them and 
called them out, so then they turned to Dear 
Prudence. Needless to say Prudence was not 


on their side and had to explain to them that 
unattended four year olds and people walk¬ 
ing around with big trays loaded with hotfood 
don't mix. 

Working in a hotel we tend to find ourselves 
in similar situations, especially members of the 
front office, activities and security staff. We 
have a responsibility to ensure the safety and 
well-being of everyone on our property from 
the youngest to the oldest. If we see misbehav¬ 
ing children, action must be taken. Obviously 
if the parentsare close at hand, we try to ad¬ 
dress the situation with them, but if they aren't 
to be found then we need to address the child 
directly before they hurt or injure themselves 
It'sthe latteractionthatusuallycausesa nega¬ 
tive ordefensive reaction from parents. Some 
may feel that we aren't trying to parent their 


child or we are picking on their child, but we 
are simply trying to keep them safe. We aren't 
trying to be the anti-fun oranti relaxation po¬ 
lice, but we'd ratherbe yelled atthan having 
a child end up at the hospital. 

We have parents who are fully understand¬ 
ing and cooperative, but there are also those 
who take offense and will like the above men¬ 
tioned restaurant couple, be upset with the 
staff for the perceived slight. There are those 
who have yelled and told us their kids are al¬ 
lowed to do whatever they want. In these in¬ 
stances, we still have to point out that safety 
is ourtop priority and we will not compromise 
thatforanything. 

As they say it takes a village to raise a child 
and while on vacation, just consider the staff 
part of that village. □ 



Aruban bom and bred Shanella Pantophlet is passionate about tour¬ 
ism. That is the world she studied and works in, so we might as well call 
her a specialist Luckily for Aruba Ibday Shanella also loves to write. 
And togetherwith the factthatthe majority of our readers are tourists, 
we found ourselves a perfect combination fora column: Hotel Hustle. 
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Mercedes driver Lewis Hamil¬ 
ton, of Britain, celebrates after 
his victory in the Formula One 
Mexico Grand Prix auto race 
at the Hermanos Rodriguez 
racetrackin Mexico City, Sun¬ 
day, Oct 27, 2019. 

Associated Press 

Hamilton 
beats Ferrari 
front row to 
Mexico City 
win 

MEXICO CITY (AP) — Lewis 
Hamilton got the Mexican 
victory party he craved. 
He'll have to wait another 
week for a sixth career 
championship. 

The Mercedes driver over¬ 
came Ferrari's front-row 
start to win the Mexican 
Grand Prix on Sunday, 
pushing him so close to the 
season championship that 
he's all but guaranteed to 
win it next week at the U.S. 
Grand Prix in Texas. 

"I don't mind. I love rac¬ 
ing," Hamilton said after 
climbing out of his car with 
a wave to the massive 
crowds at the Autodromo 
Hermanos Rodriguez. 'This 
is a race I've wanted to win 
for some time. It came to¬ 
gether nicely." 

It came together because 
Hamilton overcame dam¬ 
age to hiscarfloorfrom an 
opening-lap collision with 
Red Bull's Max Verstap- 
pen, and then managed 
an early tire change for a 
shocking 48 laps to drive 
away with a comfortable 
win over Ferrari's Sebastian 
Vettel. 



tinder pa 


Oklahoma City Ihunder guard Dennis Schroder (17) shoots in front of Golden State VMarriois forward Eric Rase hall (7) in the second 
haif of an NBA basketball game Sunday, Oct 27, 2019, in Oklahoma City. 

Associated Press 
Page 20 


Continued on Page 19 
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Mercedes driver Lewis Hamilton, of Britain, drives out ofa curve during the Formula One Mexico 
Grand nix auto lace atthe Hernia nos Rodriguez racetrack in Mexico City, Sunday, Oct 27,2019. 

Associated Press 


Continued from Previous Rage 

Only Mercedes teammate 
Valtteri Bottas' third-place 
finish denied Hamilton the 
season championship by 
the slimmest of margins. 
Hamilton needed to beat 
Bottas by 14 points, but 
picked up 10 instead while 
earning his 10th win of the 
season and 83rd of his ca¬ 
reer. 

That sends the champi¬ 
onship to next week's U.S. 
Grand Prix, where Hamilton 
has won five times since 
2012. He clinched the 2015 
title there. 

"It's been a good hunting 
ground for me," Hamilton 
said of the Texasrace. 

But Mexico City was a big 
prize he badly wanted. 
Hamilton had won the 
2017 and 2018 champion¬ 
ships here, but fared poorly 
in both races and didn't 
make the podium either 
time. Drivers call the Mexi¬ 
co City winners'celebration 
the biggest and wildest of 
the season, and Hamilton 
hadn't stood there since his 
victory in 2016. 

'You could see someone 
else on the podium cel¬ 
ebrating the win and you 
wanted to do that," Hamil¬ 
ton said. 

Leclerc and Vettel had 
started 1-2. Red Bull's Max 
Verstappen had been 
stripped of pole position for 
driving too fast under a yel¬ 
low flag after Bottas' crash 
in the late stages of Satur¬ 
day qualifying. 

That penalty also let Ha mil- 
ton startthird with a chance 
to chase a win and the 
championship. 

Ferrari protected the lead 
from the start as Vettel 
moved to edge out Ham¬ 
ilton on the long opening 
straight. Hamilton then fell 
to fifth after tangling with 
Verstappen on the second 
comer as they bumped 
tires and both cars went 
into the grass. 

Hamilton's tire change on 
Lap 23 proved pivotal as 
he inched toward the front, 
but it wasn't without worry. 
"It feels like we stopped too 
early,"Hamilton radioed his 
garage. 'This is a long way 
to go on these tires, man." 
Ferrari split its pit strategies 
with Vettel stopping once 
and Leclerc twice. Both 
drivers yielded the lead for 
fresh tires. Leclerc finished 
fourth. "I think we were con¬ 
fident if we split the carswe 


would cover both options," 
Vettel said. "Neither (Mer¬ 
cedes) orusexpected their 
tires to last that long." 

And Hamilton just kept go¬ 
ing. "He was cruising," Vet¬ 
tel said. "Ourstrategy could 
have been sharper." 

Bottas earned his podium 
in a car that had to be re¬ 
paired overnight after his 
hard crash in qualifying. His 
pushing Vettel from behind 
late in the race helped 
ease pressure on Hamilton 
atthe front. 

'The carfeltgood, asgood 
as before the crash," Bottas 
said. "I had a small head¬ 
ache in the morning. I don't 
know if that was the tequila 
orthe crash." 

Verstappen had a miser¬ 
able start before rallying to 
finish sixth. 

Driving aggressive after 
getting bumped off pole, 
the two-time defend¬ 
ing race champion fell to 
eighth after the clip with 


Hamilton. 

Verstappen fought back 
to pass Bottas on the sec¬ 
ond lap, but suffered a 
tire puncture on the move 


when he touched Bottas' 
front wing. The tire shred¬ 
ded off and Verstappen 
drove nearly an entire lap 
with a bare wheel as the 


field passed him by. 

"I always leave Max a lot 
of space," Hamilton said. 
'That's the smartest thing 
you can do.'O 
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Oklahoma City Thunder vs. Golden State Warriors 



Oklahoma City Thunder forward Neriens Noel (9) hangs from the basket after dunking in front of 
Golden State Warriors guard D'Angelo Russell in the first ha If of an NBA basketball game Sunday, 
Oct 27, 2019, in Oklahoma City. 

Associated Press 


By CUFF BRUNT 
AP Sports VUHter 
OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — 

Finally, Thunder fans have 
something to cheerabout. 
Dennis Schroder scored 22 
points to help Oklahoma 
City rout the Golden State 
Warriors 120-92 on Sunday 
for their first victory of the 
season. 

It was a long-awaited ray 
of hope for fa ns who have 
been looking forsomething 
to cling to aftertheThunder 
traded away longtime star 
Russell Westbrook for Chris 
Paul in the offseason. The 
blowout matched Okla¬ 
homa City's largest margin 
of victory over the Warriors 
since the franchise moved 
from Seattle before the 
2008-09 season. 

The fact that the break¬ 
through came against the 
Warriors didn't mean much 
to Paul. 

"I think it was more about 
us, not about them," he 
said. 'We've gotto have an 
identity. How we are go¬ 
ing to play defensively and 
offensively? Pushing the 
pace, moving the ball and 
playing with the right spirit." 
Now, Paul and Westbrook 
will face off Monday night 
in Houston. Paul said it 
might be a bit awkward, 
but he won't make a big 
deal about it. 

"It'll be my first time back 


there since I got traded 
so you know, it's another 
game," he said. "Move on. 
See a couple familiarfaces 
say what up to my man the 
equipment manager. Keep 
it pushing." 

The Warriors still have a lot 
to figure out. Stephen Curry 
scored 23 points on Sun¬ 
day, making 7 of 18 shots 
while his teammates made 
just 23 of 74. Golden State 
was coming off a season¬ 
opening home loss to the 


Los Angeles Clippers 
Kevin Durant left the War¬ 
riors for Brooklyn in the off¬ 
season and KlayThompson 
is likely out for the season 
with a tom left ACL. Still, 
Golden State expected to 
be more competitive early 
in the season. 

"It sucks," Warriors forward 
Draymond Green said. "But 
I guess just about every¬ 
body except Tim Duncan 
has been through it. But it 
suckspretty bad." 


Oklahoma City roared out 
to a 70-37 halftime lead. 
The Thunder shot 56.5% be¬ 
fore the break while hold¬ 
ing the Warriors to 27.5% 
Schroderhad 16pointsand 
six rebounds in the first half. 
A 3-pointer by Danilo G a Mi¬ 
na ri put the Thunderahead 
95-56 with just overfourmin- 
utes left in the third quarter 
and forced a Warriors time¬ 
out. Oklahoma City led 
105-68 heading into the fi¬ 
nal period. 


G a Mina ri scored 21 points 
and Shai Gilgeous-Alexan- 
der added 19 points and 
nine reboundsforthe Thun¬ 
der. 

The Warriors allowed the 
Thunder to shoot 56% from 
the field after allowing the 
Clippers to shoot 63% 
"Everybody loved our of¬ 
fense, but it wasn't our of¬ 
fense that was making us 
great," Green said. "It was 
our defense. I've said that 
foryears. Ourdefense right 
now is nonexistent. I don't 
even think we know what 
defense is right now." 
TIP-INS 

Warriors: C Kevon Looney 
sat out with a neuropathic 
condition in his right ham¬ 
string. ...The Warriors had 12 
turnovers in the first half. ... 
Curry wascalied fora tech¬ 
nical foul in the third quar¬ 
ter after hitting Thunder G 
Terrance Ferguson in the 
crotch area. ... D'Angelo 
Russell was ejected in the 
third quarter for arguing 
with an official. He finished 
with six points on 3 for 10 
shooting. 

Thunder: G/F Andre Rob¬ 
erson remains out as the 
team manages his return 
from a left knee injury that 
has kept him out the past 1 
1/2 years. ... C Steven Ad¬ 
ams made 4 of 8 shots after 
going 4 for 17 his first two 
game&Q 


Ra ntheis touts Oileis to extend points streak to 8 games 



Florida Rarntheiscelebiate a goal as Edmonton Oilers'Sc kKas- 
sian (44) skates to the bench during second-period NHLhockey 
action in Edmonton, Alberta, Sunday Oct 27, 2019. 

Associated Ftess 


Associated Press 
EDMONTON, Alberta (AP) 

— The Florida Panthers 
needed a period to get up 
to full speed a gainst the Ed¬ 


monton Oilers. 

Brian Boyle and Jayce 
Hawrylukeach had a goal 
and an assist and the Pan¬ 
thers scored three goals 


in just over two minutes to 
open the second period in 
a 6-2 victory Sunday. 

Aaron Ekblad, Noel Ac- 
ciari, Evgenii Dadonov and 
Frank Vatrano also scored 
for Florida. The Panthers 
improved to 5-2-4, earn¬ 
ing at least a point in eight 
stra ig ht games. 

"It was a heck of a game 
in a lot of ways," Panthers 
coach Joel Quenneville 
said. "I thought we had 
good offensive zone time. I 
thought we made a lot of 
nice plays, good individual 
playson the goals. Certain¬ 
ly (Sergei Bobrovsky) made 
some key big saves early in 
the game." 

Bobrovsky made 24 stops 
to improve to 4-2-3. 

"I thought our guys were 
ready they were full of en¬ 


ergy and it was a solid, 
good effort, all 60 minutes," 
Bobrovsky said. "I would say 
we were solid when they 
scored the second goal, 
we were still playing with 
each other, we were still 
supporting each other. We 
just played ourgame." 

J ames Neal and Leon Drai- 
saitl scored for the Oilers. 
They have lost three of four 
to fa II to 8-3-1. 

'They played the way we 
would like to play," Oilers 
defenseman Oscar Kief- 
bom. 'They were stronger, 
they won a lot of loose 
pucks. They didn't give up 
much, and we didn't cre¬ 
ate much. Their goalten- 
der played well, and they 
found a way to score on us. 
'We've got to play better. 
Especially at home." 


The Panthers opened the 
scoring 31 seconds into the 
second period when Alek- 
sander Barkov dropped it 
back to Ekblad, who beat 
goalie Mike Smith to the 
glove side for his first goal 
of the season. 

Florida added to its lead just 
over a minute later when 
a defensive miscue led to 
Boyle waiting for Smith to 
commit before sending the 
puck into the net The Pan¬ 
thers scored their third goal 
on three shots within a span 
of 2:05 when another turn¬ 
over led to Acciari's fourth 
goal of the season. 

Smith was replaced in net 
by Mikko Koskinen afterAc- 
ciari'sgoal. Florida made it 
4-0 just 49 seconds into the 
third period on a nice wrap¬ 
around byDadonov.Q 
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7ie4t & Seafood (ftuM 

ptreutjmNcfi Come & see the spectacular Sunset on the sea 
™™ 3 Ask For our daily chef special 

Our menu offers an impressive selection of Fresh Seafood 

daily by our own fleelL International Dishes and a relaxing Atmosphere. 



at our Captain's Morgan Bar from 4 - 6 pm $5 Bar. 

Ojitn flu Hi fmin 11 um - 10 pin 

For Reservations call; 5B6S259 

Loc.Hod biHwonn Holiriay Inn Nnlr! £ Playn Linri-i R(mar! www.p?! I wn-nuj ti.i.com 



TigerWoods on verge of tec otd-tying 82nd PGA Tour victory 



Tiger Woods of the United States watches his tee shot on the 6th hole during the final round of the 
Zozo Championship PGAIburatthe Accoidia Golf Narashino country club in Inzai, eastoflbkyo, 
J apan, Sunday, Oct 27, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By The Assoc iated Press 
INZAI CITY, J apan (AP) — Ti- 

gerWoodswason the brink 
of tying Sam Snead's PGA 
Tourrecord of 82 victories. 
Woods had a three-stroke 
lead over local favorite 
Hideki Matsuyama after 
11 holes when the fourth 
round of the Zbzo Cham¬ 
pionship was suspended 
because of darkness. Play 
was set to resume Monday 
morning at Accordia Golf 
Narashino Country Club. 
Trying to complete a wire- 
to-wire victory, Woods had 
three birdies a gainst a lone 
bogey in the fourth round 
Sunday after shooting a 
4-under 66 in the morning 
in the rain-delayed third 
round. He had an 18-under 
194 tota I. 

Woods is making his first 
start of the season after 
having arthroscopic sur¬ 
gery on his left knee two 
months ago — his fifth on 
the same problem joint. He 
opened the first PGA Tour 
event in J a pa n with mate fl¬ 
ing 64s, with a day off in be¬ 
tween because of rain. 
Matsuyama made things 
interesting when he finished 
with back-to-back birdies 
on Nos. 11 and 12. 

LPGA TOUR 

BUSAN, South Korea (AP) 
— South Korea's Ha Na 


Jang won the BMW Ladies 
Championship, beating 
American Danielle Kang on 
the first ho le of a p la yoff fo r 
her fifth LPGA Tour victory. 
After matching Kang with 
pars on the par-4 18th on 
the first two extra holes, 
Jang hit a 95-yard ap¬ 
proach to 4 feet on the 
pa r-410th to set up the win¬ 
ning birdie. 

Jang shota 7-under65to 
match Kang at 19-under 


269 at LPGA Busan Interna¬ 
tional. Kang, the winnerlast 
week in Shanghai in the first 
of four LPGA Tour events in 
Asia, had a 64. The Seoul- 
based Jang had an eagle 
and three birdies on the 
back nine. Jang is the sec¬ 
ond non-LPGA Tour mem- 
berto win this season, join¬ 
ing Women's British Open 
champion Hinako Shibuno. 
Jang is eligible for immedi¬ 
ate LPGATourmembership, 


or she can defer it to the 
2020season. She played on 
the LPGA Tour from Janu¬ 
ary 2015 to May 2017 and 
said she wanted to spend 
more time with her fam¬ 
ily when she rescinded her 
membership and returned 
to the Korean tour. 

Jang has 12 vie to ties on the 
Korean tour. 

EUROPEAN TOUR 

VILAMOURA, Portugal (AP) 


— England's Steven Brown 
won the Portugal Masters 
for his first European Tour 
title, closing with a 5-under 
66 for a one-stroke victory 
over South Africans Justin 
Walters (66) and Brandon 
Stone (70). The 32-year-old 
Brown eagled the 12th and 
had three birdies to reach 
17-under267 at Dom Pedro 
Victoria. Walters finished 
with a 66, and Stone shot 
70. France's Adrien Saddier 
wasfourth at 15 underafter 
a 66. 

OTHER TOURS 

Bai Zheng-kai became the 
first Chinese player to win 
on the European Chal¬ 
lenge Tour, finishing with a 
7-under 65 for a four-stroke 
victory in the Foshan Open 
in China. The 22-year-old 
Bai finished at 23 under. ... 
New ^aland's Campbell 
Rawson shot a 5-under 
64 for a one-stroke vic¬ 
tory over Australia's Mar¬ 
cus Fraser in the PGA Tour 
of Australasia's Victorian 
PGA Championship. Raw- 
son finished at 10 under for 
his first tour title. Fraser also 
closed with a 64. ...J a pan's 
Asuka Kashiwabara won 
the Japan LPGA's Nobuta 
Group Masters. She closed 
with a 6-under66fora one- 
stroke victory, finishing at 14 
underO 


Sc hercer scratched from Game 5, Ross 
to start for Nationals 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Na¬ 
tionals pitcher Max Scher- 
zer was scratched from his 
scheduled start in Game 
5 of the World Series on 
Sunday night because of 
spasms near his neck and 
wasreplaced byjoe Ross 
Washington manager 
Dave Martinez made the 
announcement 3% hours 
before the first pitch. 

Gerrit Cole, who went 20-5 


in the regular season, starts 
for Houston, with the Series 
tied 2-2. 

Scherzer, who beat Cole in 
Tuesday's opener, felt the 
spasm near his neck and 
trapezius muscle on his right 
side Saturday. 

'They treated it. He woke 
up today a lot worse," Mar¬ 
tinez said. 

Scherzer texted head ath¬ 
letic trainer Paul Lessard on 


Sunday 'that he was really 
hurting," according to the 
manager. "Max, obviously 
he pitched with a broken 
nose," Martinez said. 'When 
he comes in and says he's 
hurt this bad, he's hurt." 

Ross has pitched just once 
in the postseason, throwing 
19 pitches over two score¬ 
less innings in Washington's 
4-1 loss in Game 3on Friday 
nightO 



Washington Nationals starting pitcher Max Scherzer throws 
against the Houston Astros during the first inning of Game 1 of 
the baseball World Series Tuesday, Oct 22, 2019, in Houston. 

Associated Press 
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Liverpool tecoveisto beat Tottenham 2-1, takes 6-point lead 



Liverpool's Mohamed Salah, right; celebrates with his teammate Jordan Henderson alter scoring 
his side's second goal during the English Premier League soccer match between Liverpool and 
lottenham Hotspur at Artfield stadium in Liverpool, Bigland, Sunday, Oct 27, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By ROB HARRIS 
Associated Press 
LIVERPOOL, Bigland (AP) 

— Mohamed Salah com¬ 
pleted the recovery after 
Liverpool conceded in the 
first minute against Totten¬ 
ham on Sunday, clinching 
a 2-1 victory from the pen¬ 
alty spot and restoring a six- 
point Premier League lead. 
Salah's 75th-minute winner 

— after Serge Aurier clum¬ 
sily clipped Sadio Mane — 
wasthe striker's eighth goal 
of the title chase. 

But Liverpool's equalizer 
had come from the less 
likely source ofj ordan Hen¬ 
derson who nettted for the 
first time at Anfield in four 
years in the 52nd minute. 
The England vice captain 
canceled out the open¬ 
er from England captain 
Harry Kane who took only 
47 seconds to send Totten¬ 
ham into a shock lead af¬ 
ter a lackluster start to the 
season for the lOth-place 
London club. 

It was a reverse of the last 
meeting between Totten¬ 
ham and Liverpool in June 


in the Champions League 
fina I, when Sa la h netted an 
early penalty. 

Liverpool'sbreakthrough on 
its way to a sixth European 
Cup came when Mousa Sis- 
soko handled after 22 sec¬ 
onds to concede a pen¬ 


alty in Madrid. Redemption 
came afterl48daysforthe 
French midfielder, and al¬ 
most as quickly. 

Launching a counterattack 
after 30 seconds, Sissoko's 
surging run left a trail of red 
shirts in his wake before he 


picked out Son Heung-min 
on the left wing. 

The South Korea forward 
brushed past Henderson 
before his shot hit the bar, 
helped by a deflection off 
Dejan Lovren. 

Kane was primed to con¬ 


nect with the rebound, 
sending a stooping header 
past Alisson Becker with 
only 47 seconds on the 
clock. 

It was something of a rarity: 
No opposition player has 
scored here in the league 
in the first minute of a game 
this century. 

As Tottenham manager 
Mauricio Pochettino shuf¬ 
fles the defense and mid- 
field from game to game, 
Kane seems the one cer¬ 
tainty to start. So too, for 
now, Paulo Gazzaniga, 
with first-choice goalkeep¬ 
er Hugo Uoris out until the 
new year with an elbow 
injury. 

The understudy more than 
lived up to the task. 

There was a double save 
to deny Salah and Roberto 
Fimnino before getting a 
fingertip to Virgil van Dijk's 
header. 

Noteventhe powerofTrent 
Alexander-Amold's shot 
from outside the penalty 
area was enough to find 
a way past Gazzaniga ap¬ 
proaching the half hourO 


Federer dominates De Mina ur to win 10th Swiss Indoois title 



Roger Federer of Switzerland celebrates alter defeating Alex De Minaur of Australia during their 
final match atthe Swiss Indooistennistoumamentatthe St Jakobshalle in Basel, Switzerland, on 
Sunday, Oct 27, 2019. 

Associated Ftaess 


Associated Press 
BASEL, Switzerland (AP) 

— Roger Federer won his 
hometown Swiss Indoors 
title for the 10th time by 
dominating Alexde Minaur 
in a 6-2, 6-2 victory on Sun¬ 
day. 

The 38-year-old Federerput 
on a tennis clinic in his first 
match against the 20-year- 
old Australian, who wasnot 
bom when the Swiss great 
turned professional and first 
played at Basel in 1998. 
Mixing speeds and an¬ 
gles with powerful ground 
strokes, Federer clinched 
on his first match point 
when De Minaur sent a 
forehand wide. 

Federer's 10th Basel title 
was one of his most effi¬ 
cient. He did not drop a 
set in fourmatches played, 
and was never pushed to a 
tiebreaker. 

"I was really hoping that 
Rogerwasgoing to getsick 
of winning here and give 
someone else a chance," 
De Minaur said during the 
trophy ceremony. 'Too 
good again, that was 


amazing." 

Sunday's final took just 68 
minutes, and Federer's lon¬ 
gest match all week lasted 
79 minutes. 

"It was fast but very nice. 
I think I played a great 


match," Federer said. "I was 
greatonthe offense, made 
very few unforced errors 
and came up with the big 
shotsand served well when 
I had to." 

Federer's fourth title in 2019 


isthe 103rd of hiscareer. De 
Minaur has 100 fewer titles 
and won all three previous 
fina Is he played thisseason. 
Praising his28th-ranked op¬ 
ponent, Federer predicted 
"so many more things to 


come foryou. You are go¬ 
ing up from here." 

Federer forced the first 
break of service leading 2-1 
in the first set, though only 
after De Minaur saved one 
chance in a 39-shot rally. 
It ended when Federer 
pushed a backhand wide. 
Federerclinched the break 
by finishing the next point 
with a clinical overhead 
crosscourt volley for a win¬ 
ner. 

He forced two set points on 
his opponent's serve and 
took the second when De 
Minaur netted a forehand. 
Federer also broke De 
Minaufsnext service game 
in the second set, taking 
his third break chance. A 
forehand passing shot from 
behind the baseline left De 
Minaur at the net. 

De Minaureamed some re¬ 
spite saving another break 
chance at 4-1, and even 
put rare pressure on Feder¬ 
er's serve at 0-30 in the next 
game. Federerquickly took 
back control with a back¬ 
hand half-volley passing 
shotO 
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Pirrtura ult leads Fa ivre for French 1-2 in World Cup opener 



Ranee's Alexis Pirrturaultcelebrates in the finish area winning an alpine ski, men's World Cup giant 
slalom in Soelden, Austria, Sunday, Oct 27, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By ERIC WILLEM SEN 
Associated Press 
SOELDEN, Austria (AP) — 

Widely regarded a main 
candidate to succeed 
retired Marcel Hirscher as 
World Cup overall champi¬ 
on, Alexis Pinturault passed 
his first test with flying colors 
on Sunday. 

He beat teammate Ma- 
thieu Fa ivre to lead a 
French 1-2finish in the World 
Cup season-opening giant 
slalom in spring-like, sunny 
conditions on the Retten- 
bach mountain glacier. 
Pinturault held a slim lead 
oftwo-hundredthsofa sec¬ 
ond over Fa ivre after the 
opening run but extended 
the margin to 0.54 in the fi¬ 
nal leg. It wa s the 12th time 
that Pinturault led a race 
after the first leg, and the 
ninth time he held on to the 
adva ntageto win the race. 
"Everything is working really 
well, I have a good team 
around me," Pinturault 
said. "That'ssomething that 
brings me a lot of self-con¬ 
fidence." 

Tan Kranjec of Slovenia 
came 0.63 behind in third, 
followed by American 
duo Tommy Ford and Ted 
Ligety, who trailed by 0.70 
and 1:09, respectively. It 
was Ford's career-best re¬ 
sult, while Ligety had won 
the season-opener a re¬ 
cord four times between 
2011 and 2015. 

Lucas Braathen of Norway 


posted the fastest second 
run to climb from 23rd to 
sixth, 1.10behind Pinturault, 
while Swiss prospect Marco 
Odermat dropped from 
third to 13th after coming 
wide on a left turn halfway 
down his final run. 

Pinturault finished runner- 
up to Hirscher in the overall 
standings last season, mak¬ 
ing him one of the favorites 
to take over from the re¬ 
cord eight-time champion 
from Austria as winner of 
the sport's biggest prize. 

"It's not so easy for us that 
Marcel isn't the re anymore," 
Pinturault said. 'We have a 
lot of pressure, more than 


before. Usually all the pres¬ 
sure wason Marcel. But this 
is a wonderful start for me." 
Pinturault also won the tra¬ 
ditional first GS of the sea¬ 
son in the Austrian Alps 
when it was last held in 
2016. "The race was can¬ 
celed due to bad weather 
in the past two years. 
Sunday's win was Pin- 
turault's24th careervictory, 
and 12th in giant slalom. He 
also won Olympic bronze in 
the discipline in 2018. 

'This was the first event of 
the new season, you had to 
get used to racing again," 
said Pinturault, adding it 
was "cool, a super start" for 


the French team to place 
1 - 2 . 

The result came as a sur¬ 
prise for Fa ivre, who said 
before the race that his 
start in Soelden had been 
doubtful after back prob¬ 
lems affected his pre-sea¬ 
son training. 

"It was a tough summer 
because of the injury. We 
didn't really know how long 
it would take for me to 
hea I," Fa ivre sa id. "But tra in- 
ing the last two weekswent 
very well. I had a lot of fun." 
While France led with the 
top-two spots, the U.S. ski 
team had an excellent start 
to the season as well with 


Ford and Ligety's achieve¬ 
ments backed up by Ryan 
Cochran-Siegle finishing in 
11th. 

Ford improved one spot 
from his previous best — a 
fifth place in Alta Badia, 
Italy, last season — on a hill 
where he had neverscored 
World Cup points before. 

"I am feeling strong. My first 
run was just solid skiing, real 
safe. "The second run I defi¬ 
nitely trusted it more and 
let it go. Psyched with this 
personal best," said Ford, 
who posted a photo from 
the race on his Instagram 
account and wrote: "Nice 
way to score points for the 
first time in Solden." 

In sharp contrast to Pin¬ 
turault, another favorite in 
the post-Hirscher era strug¬ 
gled in the opening race. 
GS world champion Henrik 
Kristoffersen failed to find 
his rhythm in the opening 
run and finished eight-tenth 
behind Pinturault, before 
he a Imost skied out in the fi- 
nal run, losing control of his 
inside ski in a wide left turn. 
"The Norwegian ended up 
more than two seconds off 
the lead in 18th. 

"It was a classic mistake 
that cost me," Kristoffersen 
said. "But it's only the first 
race of the season." "The 
anticipated season-long 
duel between Pinturault 
and Kristoffersen will go into 
its next round at a slalom in 
Levi, Finland, on Nov. 240 


Japan'sHanyu, Russia'sTrusova win Skate Canada 



Yuzum Hanyu, of Japan, salutes the crowd atthe end of his thee 
program in the men's competition at Skate Canada Internation¬ 
al in Kelowna, B.C., Canada, Saturday, Oct26, 2019. 

Associated Press 


Associated ness 
KELOWNA, British Columbia 
(AP) — Two-time Olympic 
champion Yuzuru Hanyu of 
Japan and Russian teen¬ 
ager Alexandra Trusova 
won Skate Canada while 
Canadian ice dancers 
PiperGillesand Paul Poirier 
earned theirfirst career vic¬ 
tory on the Grand Prix cir¬ 
cuit. 

Hanyu, who landed four 
quadruple jumps in his free 
skate, scored a total of 
322.59 points, less than a 
pointfromthe world record, 
for gold in the men's pro¬ 
gram on Saturday. Hanyu, 
who had the highest score 
in the world this season, 
finished runner-up in 2013, 


2015 and 2016. Nam Nguy¬ 
en of Canada took silver 
with a personal-best 262.77 
and Keiji Tanaka of Japan 
wasthird at250.02.Trusova, 
15, landed three quadruple 
jumps in her senior Grand 
Prix debut and scored a to¬ 
tal of 241.02 points Despite 
falling on her first of four 
quads, she beat Rika Kihira, 
17, of J a pan, by 10.68, with 
15-year-old South Korean 
You Young taking bronze in 
herseniorGrand Prixdebut. 
Bra die Tennell, the 2018 U.S. 
champion, and Russian 
Yevgenia Medvedeva, the 
Olympic silver medalist and 
two-time world champion, 
finished fourth and fifth. 
Gilles and Poirier set per¬ 


sonal bests in ice dance, 
finishing with 209.01 points 
"TheToronto duo edged the 


defending Grand Prix Final 
champions Madison Hub- 
bell and Schary Donohue 


of the U.S. in second at 
206.31, while Ulah Fear and 
LewisGibson of Britain were 
third at 195.35. 

'This is such a special mo¬ 
ment," Poirier said. 'Our 
mentality every single day 
is to push ourselves in order 
to win. We felt really united 
this week and that gives us 
the confidence we need 
to skate our best." 

In pairs, Aleksandra Boiko¬ 
va and Dmitrii Kozlovskii of 
Russia took the gold with 
216.71, followed by Cana¬ 
da's Kirsten Moore-Towers 
and Michael Marinano in 
second at 208.49. Evgenia 
Tarasova and Vladimir Mo¬ 
rozov of Russia were third at 
202.290 
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Mayor wards better system than hand-operated tornado siren 



This Oct 23,2019 photo provided by Andrew Hogan, Administrative Assistant fbrthe City of Sparta, 
shows the tiny Missouri town's single tornado warning siren. 

Associated Press 


By j IM SALTER 
Associated ness 

With a tornado bearing 
down on the small Missouri 
town of Sparta, the lone 
warning siren stayed silent 
because a downed tree 
kept the mayor from get¬ 
ting downtown to flip the 
sw itc h tha t a c tiva te s it. 

Most tornado sirensare ac¬ 
tivated remotely by com¬ 
puter, but not Sparta's. The 
old siren is hand-operated 
from a tiny building that 
once housed City Hall. Only 
the mayor is authorized to 
set it off. 

So when Mayor Jenni Da¬ 
vis got a cellphone alert 
just after 1 a.m. Monday 
that a twister was heading 
straight for Sparta, she was 
about to jump in her car. 
It was no use. A large tree 
blocked the street near her 
home. 

'There was absolutely noth¬ 
ing I could do,"Davissaid. "I 
felt horrible." 

The category 1 tornado 
damaged several local 
homes and downed trees 
and power lines Davis saw 


the twister's power first¬ 
hand when her husband 
had to strain to pull her sis 
ter inside, out of the raging 
wind. 

Overall, though, Sparta 
waslucky. No one washurt. 
But Davis knows something 
hasto change. 

Davis, 34, was elected 


mayor in April and is a life¬ 
long resident of Sparta, 
a town of 1,900 residents 
about 35 miles (56 kilome¬ 
ters) northeast of Branson. 
She recalled that when she 
wasa girl, a firetruckwould 
drive around town sound¬ 
ing its siren when a tornado 
threatened. 


The hand-operated warn¬ 
ing siren, which sits atop a 
telephone pole in the cen¬ 
ter of town, was added 
about two decades ago. 
To activate it, the mayor 
flips a switch that winds 
up the siren, making an 
ascending "whirr" sound, 
then flips the switch again 


to make the descending 
"whirr." It sounds like an 
old-time police car. The 
process is simply repeated 
continuously until the threat 
goesaway. 

Davis, a mother of two, 
isn't thrilled with the pros¬ 
pect of driving through a 
potential deadly storm to 
the small shed-like building 
housing the siren. "I have to 
get into my car and drive," 
Da vis said. "When everyone 
is trying to take shelter, I'm 
running into town." It's an 
odd system for sure. Den¬ 
nis Mileti, former director of 
the Natural HazardsCenter 
in Boulder, Colorado, said 
he's never heard of one like 
Sparta's. Terry C a ssil, opera¬ 
tions chief for the Missouri 
State Emergency Manage¬ 
ment Agency, said newer 
siren systems are typically 
activated through soft- 
wa re, eitherthroug h the 911 
center or from the emer¬ 
gency manager or sheriff's 
office. Most older system 
are activated through sig¬ 
nals sent from two-way ra- 
diosorpagersO 


Dutch inventor unveils device to scoop plastic outof rivets 



Young Dutch inventor Boyan Sat; right; unveils the Interceptor in Rotterdam, Netherlands, Satur¬ 
day, Oct 26, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By MIKECORDER 
ROTTERDAM, Netherlands 
(AP) — A young Dutch in¬ 
ventor is widening his effort 
to clean up floating plastic 
from the Pacific Ocean by 
moving into rivers, too, us¬ 
ing a new floating device 
to catch garbage before it 
reaches the seas. 

The 25-year-old university 
dropout Boyan Slat found¬ 
ed The Ocean Cleanup 
to develop and deploy a 
system he invented when 
he was 18 that catches 
plastic waste floating in the 
ocean. 

On Saturday he unveiled 
the next step in his fight: A 
floating solar-powered de¬ 
vice that he calls the "Inter¬ 
ceptor" that scoops plastic 
out of rivers a s it d rifts pa st. 
'We need to close the tap, 
which means preventing 
more plastic from reach¬ 
ing the ocean in the first 
place," he said, calling riv¬ 
ers 'the arteries that carry 
the trash from land to sea." 
Slat's organization has in 
the past drawn criticism for 
focusing only on the plastic 


trash already floating in the 
world's oceans. Experts say 
9 million tons (8 million met¬ 
ric tons) of plastic waste, 
including plastic bottles, 
bags, toysand otheritems, 
flows annually into the 


ocean from beaches, rivers 
and creeks, endangering 
marine life in the oceans, 
including whales. 

Three ofthe machineshave 
already been deployed to 
Indonesia, Malaysia and 


Vietnam — and a fourth is 
heading to the Dominican 
Republic, he said. 

Izham Hashim from the gov¬ 
ernment of Selangor state 
in Malaysia was present at 
the launch and said he was 


happy with the machine. 

"It has been used for 1 1/2 
months in the river and it's 
doing very well, collecting 
the plastic bottles and all 
the rubbish,"he said. 

Slat said he believes 1,000 
rivers are responsible for 
some 80%of plastic pouring 
into the world'soceansand 
he wants to tackle them all 
in the next five yea rs. 

'This is not going to be easy, 
but imagine if we do get 
this done," he told his audi¬ 
ence of enthusiastic sup¬ 
porters, who whooped, 
clapped and cheered 
his announcements 'We 
could truly make our 
oceansclean again." 

Slat used his live-streamed 
unveiling to appealforsup- 
port from countries com¬ 
mitting to clean up their 
rivers and businesses pre¬ 
pared to inject funding and 
help with the operation of 
the devices. 

The vessel isdesigned to be 
moored in rivers and has 
a shaped nose to deflect 
away larger floating debris 
like tree trunks □ 
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US deficit hits neaiiy $1 trillion. When will it matter? 



This Sept 18, 2019, photo shows the view of the U.S. Capitol building fiom the Washington Monu¬ 
ment in Washington. 

Associated Press 


By MARTIN CRU1SNGER 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

Trump administration re¬ 
ported a river of red ink Fri¬ 
day. 

The federal deficit for the 
2019 budget year surged 
26% from 2018 to $984.4 
billion — its highest point 
in seven years Ihe gap is 
widely expected to top $1 
trillion in the current bud¬ 
get year and likely remain 
there forthe next decade. 
Ihe year-over-year widen¬ 
ing in the deficit reflected 
such factors as revenue lost 
from the 2017Trump taxcut 
and a budget deal that 
added billions in spending 
for military and domestic 
programs. 

Forecasts by the Trump ad¬ 
ministration and the Con¬ 
gressional Budget Office 
project that the deficit will 
top $1 trillion in the 2020 
budget year, which began 
Oct. 1. And the CBO esti¬ 
mates that the deficit will 
stay above $1 trillion over 
the next decade, 
fhose projections stand in 
contrast to President Don¬ 
ald Trump's campaign 
promises that even with 
revenue lost initially from his 
taxcuts, he could eliminate 
the bud get deficit with cuts 
in spending and increased 
growth generated by the 
taxcuts. 

Here are some questions 
and answers about the 
current state of the govern¬ 
ment's finances. 

WHAT HAPPEN ED? 

Ihe deficit has been ris¬ 
ing every year for the past 
four years. It's a stretch of 
widening deficits not seen 
since the early 1980s, when 
the deficit exploded with 
President Ronald Reagan's 
big taxcut. 

For2019, revenuesgrew 4% 
But spending jumped at 
twice that rate, reflecting 
a deal thatTrump reached 
with Congress in early 2018 
to boost spending. 

WHY DOESN'T WASHING¬ 
TON DO SOMETHING ABOUT 

IT? 

Fiscal hawks have long 
warned of the economic 
dangers of running big 
government deficits. Yet 
the apocalypse they fear 


never seems to happen, 
and the government just 
keepson spending. 

There have been numer¬ 
ous attempts by presidents 
after Reagan to con¬ 
trol spending. President 
George H.W. Bush actually 
agreed to a tax increase 
to control deficits when he 
was in office, breaking his 
"Read my lips" pledge not 
to raise taxes. 

And a standoff between 
President Bill Clinton and 
House Speaker Newt Gin¬ 
grich did produce a rare 
string of four years of bud¬ 
get surpluses from 1998 
through 2001. In fact, the 
budget picture was so 
bright when George W. 
Bush took office in 2001 that 
the Congressional Budget 
Office projected that the 
government would run sur¬ 
pluses of $5.6 trillion over 
the nextdecade. 

"That didn't happen. "The 
economy slid into a mild 
recession, Bush pushed 
through a big tax cut and 
the war on terrorism sent 
military spending surging. 
Then the 2008 financial cri¬ 
sis erupted and triggered 
a devastating recession. 
The downturn produced 
the economy's first round of 
trillion-do liar deficits under 
President Barack Obama 
and is expected to do so 
again underTrump. 

SHOULD WE WORRY? 

As far as most of us can 
tell, the huge deficits don't 
seem to threaten the econ¬ 


omy or elevate the inter¬ 
est rates we pay on credit 
cards, mortgages and car 
loans. And in fact, the huge 
deficits a re coinciding with 
a period of ultra-low rates 
ratherthan the surging bor¬ 
rowing costs that econo¬ 
mists had warned would 
likely occur if government 
deficits got this high. 

There is even a new school 
of economic theory known 
as the "modem monetary 
theory." It argues that such 
major economies as the 
United States and Japan 
don't need to worry about 
running deficits because 
their central banks can 
print as much money as 
they need. 

Yet this remains a distinctly 
minority view among econ¬ 
omists Most still believe 
that while the huge defi¬ 
cits are not an immediate 


threat, at some point they 
will become a big problem. 
They will crowd out borrow¬ 
ing by consumersand busi¬ 
nesses and elevate interest 
rates to levels that ignite a 
recession. 

What's more, the interest 
payments on the deficits 
become part of a mount¬ 
ing government debt that 
must be repaid and could 
depress economic growth 
in coming years. In fact, 
even with low rates this 
year, the government's 
interest payments on the 
debt were one of the fast¬ 
est growing items in the 
budget, rising nearly 16%to 
$375.6 billion. 

HAVEN'TEC O NO MISTS BEEN 
MAKING THESE WARNING 
FOR DECADES? 

Federal Reserve Chairman 
J erome Powell saysthe day 


of reckoning is still coming 
but isn't here yet. Most ana¬ 
lysts think any real solution 
will involve a combination 
of higher taxes and cost 
savings in the government's 
huge benefit programs of 
Social Security and Medi¬ 
care. 

ANY SIGN THAT WASHING¬ 
TON MAY TAKE THE POLITI¬ 
CALLY PAINFUL STEPS TO 
CUTTHE DEFICIT? 

In short, no. There hasbeen 
a major change since 
the first round of trillion- 
do liar deficits prompted 
the Tea Party revolt. This 
shift brought Republicans 
back into power in the 
House and incited a round 
of fighting between GOP 
congressional leaders and 
the Obama administration. 
A result was government 
shutdowns and near-de- 
faults on the national debt. 
But once Trump took of¬ 
fice, things changed: The 
president focused on his 
biggest legislative achieve¬ 
ment, the $1.5 trillion tax 
cut passed in 2017. This 
appeared to satisfy Re¬ 
publican lawmakers and 
quelled concemsabout ris¬ 
ing deficits 

Democratic presidential 
candidates have for the 
most part pledged to roll 
back Trump's tax cuts for 
corporations and wealthy 
individuals But they would 
use the money not to low¬ 
er the deficits but for in¬ 
creased spending on ex¬ 
pensive programs such as 
Medicare forAIIO 



Have you ever wish you travel 
to Aruba with just a carry-on ? 


And leave all you r belongi ngsin a 
container being de liver and pick 
up right at your resort or home 
rental I 

* As low as $6.50 a month 

* Pricing include pick-up&delivery 

■ Saves you time & money, year 
after year! 

* Avoid extra luggages 

■ Afford able Storage Pricing 

* Convenience^. Peace of mind 


For more inl&muffan, 

Give lit a {all +2CT 5 tZAm 
or pfnail us locknrollUmesharestDr^£e@£mail.DCHn. 
lKknrollarub£tQr^eEirniMhare.s[nfie^CHn 
or visil olt Fa:eb&ak page! 


CENTURY 21. 


Aruba 
Real Estate 


RESIDENTIAL 



US$ 898,876 
Afl 1,800.000 

{+297) 5 86 42 42 

We are located at 
Palm Beach 4-G 


Living room and dining room/ open 
modern luxury European kitchen 
with built-im. 3 Sfiaeious bedrooms. 
2 luxury bathrooms, walk^ in closet, 
a largo patio, double garage, maids 
room, studio apartment Landscaped 
fully fenced-in yard, total or 1.125 m z 
land / 12.037 sf. With large pool. 


For more listings visit www.arubahouses.com 
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Conceptis Sudoku 
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Difficulty Level ★ 10/28 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Unwanted e-mail 
5 Burn 

9 Actor George 
13 “It’s Only a _ 
Moon" 

15 Subdue 

16 Get taller 

17 Red Delicious or 
Granny Smith 

18 Plato’s iamous 
student 

20 Coal thick 
black liquid 

21 Vehicle 

23 Self-confident 

24 Standing straight 

26 Sullivan & O’Neill 

27 Blame 
29 Rascals 

32 Arthritis 
symptoms 

33 Devoutness 
35 Fraternity letter 

37 As limp as _ 

38 Farm buildings 

39 Actor Bridges 

40 Go bad 

41 Silenced 

42 Dial & Ivory 

43 Next to 

45 Upper room 

46 Two _ two is four 

47 Smarter 

48 Refuse to sit up 
straight 

51 Elvis Presley’s 

Now or 
Never” 

52 Everybody 
55 Stuck-up 

58 Els with a club 

60 As busy as_ 

61 Kill flies 

62 Religious tenet 

63 Disarray 

64 Flying insect 

65 Necklace piece 

DOWN 

1 Run-in 

2 Family member 

3 Be grateful for 

4 Boss on TV’s 
“Alice” 
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5 Begin 

6 In one _ and out 
the other 

7 my brother’s 
keeper?” 

8 Thinks highly of 

9 Self- 

centeredness 

10 Carney & 
Garfunkel 

11 _ out; distribute 

12 Eur. nation 

14 Alcove 

1910/28/19 

22 Biggest diamond 

25 Ladder piece 

27 On _ with; 
equivalent to 

28 Tree with tasty 
pods 

29 _ away; dismiss 

30 Set up 
beforehand 

31 Form; mold 

33 Cracker spread 

34 Wrath 

36 Remove from 
office 
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38 Thailand’s main 
religion 

39 Drill a hole 

41 Chop finely 

42 Talked back 

44 Hollandaise & 
Tabasco 

45 Along, Little 
Dogies” 


47 Breadth 

48 Ponzi scheme 

49 Part of the ear 

50 Change for a five 

53 _ beans 

54 Pencil’s core 

56 Deuce 

57 Consume 
59 Steal from 
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Zimbabwe sent 30 baby elephants to 
C hina, says rights group 



In this Dec. 2.2015 file photo Chinese President Xi Jinping, cen¬ 
tre, admires elephants at a private game park in Harare, Zim¬ 
babwe. 


HARARE, Zimbabwe (AP) — 

Zimbabwe has sent about 
30 young elephants to 
China where they will be 
held in zoos, according to 
Humane Society Interna¬ 
tional. 

The elephants, estimated 
to be 2 to 6yearsold, were 
separated from maternal 
herds and held at Zimba¬ 
bwe's Hwange National 
Park for nearly a year be¬ 
fore being flown out this 
week, the organization 
said. 

"We are left feeling out¬ 
raged and heartbroken 
at this news that the Zim¬ 
babwean authorities have 
shipped these poor baby 
elephants out of the coun¬ 
try," said Audrey Delsink, 
wildlife director of Humane 
Society International. 'Con¬ 
demning these elephants 
to a life of captivity in Chi¬ 
nese zoos is a tragedy. 
We and others have been 
working for months to try 
and stop these elephants 
from being shipped be¬ 
cause all that awaits them 
in China is a life of monoto¬ 
nous deprivation in zoos or 
circuses. As an elephant 
biologist used to observing 
these magnificent animals 
in their natural wild habi¬ 
tat, I am devastated by this 
outcome." 

The Humane Society re¬ 
leased a video and photos 
whic h it sa id showsthe srma II 
elephants a week ago be¬ 
ing held in a fenced in area 
at Hwange National Park. 
Zimbabwean wildlife au¬ 
thorities did not comment 
on the statement. 

The Zimbabwe Society for 
the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals had tried to get a 
court order to get access 
to the young elephants, to 
determine if they were re¬ 
ceiving propercare. 
Zimbabwe has one of Af¬ 
rica's largest elephant 
populations. It seeks to be 
allowed to hunt and export 
more of them to ease pres¬ 
sure on the animals' habitat 
and raise badly needed 
money for conservation. 

At least 55 elephants have 
starved to death in the past 
two months in Hwange 
as drought dries up water 
sources and overcrowd¬ 


ing results in massive loss 
of habitat. Ihe park has a 
c a rrying c a pa c ity of 15,000 
elephants but is home to 
more than 50,000, authori¬ 
ties say. 

A Zimbabwe Parks and 
Wildlife Management Au¬ 
thority spokesman said the 
country "iscurrently captur¬ 
ing and translocating live 
animals to approved ap¬ 
propriate and acceptable 
destinations within and out¬ 
side the country." 

The spokesman, Tinashe 
Farawo, told The Associ¬ 
ated Press that Zimbabwe 
is still allowed to export el¬ 
ephants, noting that the 
near-ban imposed by the 
Convention on Interna¬ 
tiona I Trade in Endangered 
Species of Wild Fauna 
and Flora, or CITES, simply 
means there should be 
more consultations on the 


Associated Press 

suitability of the destina¬ 
tion. 

Zimbabwe has previously 
exported elephants and 
other animals to China, 
Dubai, Europe and the Unit¬ 
ed Statesto raise moneyfor 
conservation, Farawo said. 
It is not known how much 
money Zimbabwe receives 
for the animals. 
Conservation groups have 
expressed concern about 
the sale and treatment of 
the elephants. 

In its statement Thursday 
on its High Court filing, the 
ZSPCA said it was part of 
a taskforce that included 
ecologists from the parks 
agency tasked with in¬ 
specting facilities where 
the captured animals were 
kept. The taskforce also 
inspected the foreign fa¬ 
cilities of recipient locations 
"predominantly in China.'O 
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Shutdown of nuke planthasa suiprising stinging consequence 


i -ii- 



This Oct 17, 2019 photo shows the shoneline of Bamegat Bay in VUaietown, N.Jnear where the 
foimerOyslerCieeknuclearpowerplantused to operate. 

Associated Press 


By WAYNE PARK/ 
Associated ness 
STAFFORD TOWNSHIP, N.J. 
(AP) — The shutdown of 
one of the nation's oldest 
nuclear power plants last 
year is having a suiprising, 
stinging consequence for 
a New Jersey bay consid¬ 
ered one of the nation's 
mo st fragile. 

The environmental group 
Save Bamegat Bay held a 
conference Wednesday 
where scientists noted the 
increase of tiny jellyfish near 
the Oyster Creek nuclear 
powerpla nt. 

"Fhe stinging sea nettlesthat 
had been sucked into the 
plant and killed by heated 
water a re now thriving and 
multiplying. 

"Fhe influx has some worry¬ 
ing about swimming condi¬ 
tio ns in the area, while other 
saythe plantclosure should 
begin to restore conditions 
to where they were before 
the plant became opera¬ 
tional in 1969. 

'This is one of the unin¬ 
tended consequences" of 
the plant's shutdown, said 
Paul Bologna, a professor 
at Montclair State Univer¬ 
sity known for his research 
on jellyfish. 'There are huge 
numbers of them out there 
now, substantially more 
than we had been seeing 
in 2018." 

Bologna and others pre¬ 
sented their findings at a 
three-day conference on 
Bamegat Bay organized by 
the environmental group. 
'When I was a kid, we 
played in the bay all day 


long, so long that our skin 
was all pruned up," said 
Britta Wenzel, Save Bame¬ 
gat Bay's executive direc¬ 
tor. "My kids had their first 
swimming experiences 
in the bay, and in a lot of 
places, you can't do that 
anymore." 

The nuclear plant, which 
closed in Sept. 2018, had 
been altering conditions in 
the bay for decades, dis¬ 
charging water that was 
10degreeshotterthan nor¬ 
mal. 

Joe Bilinski, research scien¬ 
tist with the New J ersey De- 
pa rtment of Environmental 
Protection, said the imme¬ 


diate effect of the plant 
shutdown is the beginning 
of a return to conditions in 
the bay that existed before 
the plant went online. 
'Conditio ns a re going back 
to what they were 50 years 
a go," he said. "It's starting to 
restore an equilibrium." 
Environmentalists had 
long sought the closure 
of the plant, arguing that 
its heated discharge wa¬ 
ter harmed the bay. They 
also cited the large num¬ 
bers of fish and turtles that 
got pinned against suction 
grates at the plant's water 
intake pipes, and the mil¬ 
lions of fish and crab eggs 


that were killed by travel¬ 
ing through the water as it 
surged around the radio¬ 
active parts of the plant, 
picking up heat. 

But that same heat that 
killed the fish and crab eggs 
also did an effective job of 
killing tiny jellyfish polyps, 
Bologna said. Now, in the 
absence of heated water, 
those tiny jellyfish are surviv¬ 
ing and thriving. 

The plant's heated water 
played a role in its shut¬ 
down. New J ersey environ¬ 
mental officials had want¬ 
ed it to build closed-system 
cooling towers to eliminate 
the need to draw water 


from the creek to cool the 
plant, but its former owners 
balked, saying that would 
cost too much. Instead, 
they reached an agree¬ 
ment with the state to shut 
the plant down eariierthan 
they had intended. 

So far the increased num¬ 
bers of jellyfish are being 
found mainly in two loca¬ 
tions near the former plant, 
in the Forked River section 
of Lacey Township, and in 
Toms River. 

But scientists say they ex¬ 
pect the sea nettles to ex¬ 
pand into parts of the bay 
and into other waterways. 
Fish and crab populations 
could benefitfrom the shut¬ 
down, even asspeciesthat 
were drawn to the warmer 
waters now leave the area. 
The plant used an almost 
unfathomable amount of 
water each day to cool its 
reactors: 1.4 billion gallons, 
Bilinski said. Now, only 5% 
of that amount circulates 
through the plant, and the 
artificial channel connect¬ 
ing the Forked River and 
the Oyster Creek is almost 
stagnant, "like a lagoon," 
Bilinski sa id. 

That means fish and tur¬ 
tles are no longer being 
trapped up against intake 
grates But is also means 
that some species of fish 
that had been drawn to 
the wanner waters of the 
bay have now largely dis¬ 
appeared. Several long¬ 
term studies are underway 
measuring changes in and 
around the bay after the 
pla nt'sshutdownO 


Cleaning planttioublescould lead to hospital tool shortage 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Hos¬ 
pitals could soon face 
shortages of critical sur¬ 
gical tools because sev¬ 
eral plants that sterilize the 
equipment have been shut 
down, government health 


offic ia Is sa id Friday. 

The Food and Drug Ad¬ 
ministration flagged the is¬ 
sue in an online statement 
to medical professionals, 
saying the result could be 
years of shortages of sup¬ 


plies used in heart surgery, 
knee replacements, C-sec- 
tionsand many other pro¬ 
cedures 

The warning follows the re¬ 
cent closure of several ster¬ 
ilization facilities that use 
ethylene oxide. The gas is 
critical for cleaning medi¬ 
cal equipment, but it can 
be hazardous at elevated 
levels and is increasingly 
being scrutinized by state 
health and environmental 
offic ia Is. 

'The impact resulting from 
closure of these and per¬ 
haps more facilities will be 
difficult to reverse," said 


FDA acting commissioner 
Ned Sharpless, in a state¬ 
ment, adding that the 
shortages "could compro¬ 
mise patient care." 

The FDA urged hospitals to 
inventory their supplies and 
alert government offic ia Is if 
they face major shortages 
The agency said regulators 
could help identify alterna¬ 
tive devices for those im¬ 
pacted by the issue. 
Sterilization is a daily pro- 
cessathospitalsand many 
other health care facilities, 
used to remove bacte¬ 
ria from medical scopes, 
catheters, surgical kits and 


other reusable instruments 
Hospitals use various clean¬ 
ing methods, including 
heat, steam and radiation. 
But the oxide gasisthe only 
method for cleaning many 
devices made from plastic, 
metal or glass, according 
to the FDA. About half of all 
sterilized medical devices 
in the U.S. are cleaned with 
the gas, according to stud- 
iescited bythe agency. 
Exposure to dangerous lev¬ 
els of ethylene oxide can 
cause cancer including 
leukemia and lymphoma , 
according to the National 
Institutes of Hea Ith. □ 
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Bugaloe for Crazy Fish Mondays! 

Bugaloe Beach Bar & Grill is perfectly located 
between the Riu Palace Hotel and Hilton Resort on 
the famous Palm Pier with stunning 360" views of 
the crystal dear ocean. Open daily from 7,30am 
till midnight, mondays are known as Crazy Fish 
Mondays for the delirious fresh fish dishes the 


Crazy Fish Monday! (after 5pm) Fried Fish Basket $14, 
Grouper Platter $17 or Red Snapper Fillet $20. Fresher than 
fresh is the motto of Bugaloe Beach Bar & Grill. 


In addition to Crazy Fish Mondays, Bugaloe has a weekly 
line-up of live entertainment and daily happy hours from 
5-6pm and 10*11pm. Follow your tapping feet down 
to the music where smiles and fun await you! 


Crazv Fish Monday at 


chef at Bugaloe serves up. 


Reservations are recommended. 



Located at De Palm Pier between the Hilton Resort and Riu Hotel T: (+297) S86-2233 info@bugaloe.com www.Bugaloe.com 


tripadvisor 


After son's death. Crag Morgan finds God's purpose in song 



This J uly 16, 2019 file photo shows Craig Moigan performing at 
"Luke Combs Joins the Grand Ole Opiy family" at Grand Ole 
Opty in Nashville, Ifenn. 

Associated Press 


By KRISTIN M. HALL 
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) — 

The last evening that coun¬ 
try singer Craig Morgan 
spent with his 19-year-old 
son, J erry, was during one 
of Morgan's performances 
at Grand Ole Opry three 
yearsago. 

'The last pictures I have 
of us together is on that 
stage," Morgan, 55, said 
backstage at the Opry 
House this week. "So this is 
a very special place. It was 
anyway before, but now 
it has additional meaning, 
knowing this is where we 
hung out together." 

His son, Jerry, who was 
home visiting from college, 
died in a drowning acci¬ 
dent on Kentucky Lake in 
J uly 2016. Three yea rs later, 
Morgan, who wasn't signed 
to a labelatthe time, came 
back to the Opry this past 
summer to sing a song he 
wrote about his son called 
'The Father, My Son, and 
The Holy Ghost." 

He sang about crying until 


he passed out, praying until 
he thought he could n't any¬ 
more and realizing that one 
day he'll be reunited with 
hisson. Morgan stepped off 
stage, physically and emo¬ 
tionally exhausted from the 
performance, and told his 
friend Ricky Skaggs, the 
bluegrass singer and Coun¬ 
try Hall of Famer, that he 
didn't know if he could sing 
thatsong again. 

"Ricky told me, You have to 
sing this song for the rest of 
yourlife,"'Morgan recalled. 
Morgan's first song in three 
yeanshasnow been cham¬ 
pioned by his peers at the 
Opry and the larger musi¬ 
cal community. His friend 
and fellow Opry member, 
Blake Shelton, spent sev¬ 
eral days tweeting about 
the song and urging his 20 
million Twitter followers to 
download the song from 
iTunes and push it up the 
c ha rts. 

Soon other celebrities like 
Kelly Clarkson, Ellen DeGe- 
neres, Luke Combs, Carson 


Daly and more joined Shel¬ 
ton's impromptu social me¬ 
dia campaign. The song hit 
No. 3 on Billboard's country 
digital song sales without 
the help of a label or radio 
play. 

"I didn't even know what 
was happening," said Mor¬ 
gan. "I was in Alaska and 
had no idea what was go¬ 
ing on until I started getting 


texts from everyone." 
Morgan, an Amy veteran 
whose had hits like 'That's 
What I Love About Sunday" 
and "Redneck Yacht Club," 
said that since releasing 
the song, he's been read¬ 
ing the hundreds of mes¬ 
sages sent daily to him by 
fans who identify with the 
grief and pain, but also the 
hope that he described in 


the song. 

"I felt a push. I felt shoved to 
do this, and not by people. 
For me, it was God," Mor¬ 
gan said. 

The song lyrics are also 
a reference to Morgan's 
conversion to Roman Ca¬ 
tholicism, which his family, 
including Jerry, had been 
going through at the time 
of his death. That faith and 
religious education is some¬ 
thing he leaned on heavily 
overthe past three years. 
"And I know I'll see my son 
again because I know his 
faith," Morgan said. 

Morgan, who announced 
in Septembera new record 
deal with Broken Bow Re¬ 
cords, said that the song 
has given him a purpose 
to help comfort others, es¬ 
pecially people who have 
lost a child, and that was 
alwaysGod'splan. 

'You know, the thing is, I 
would much rathernone of 
this stuff happen and him 
to be able to be here,"Mor¬ 
gan said. □ 
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Ihis image released by Warner Bros Pictures shows Joaquin 
Phoenix in a scene from the film '] oker." 

Associated Press 
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Foran encore, 'J oker 1 is No. 1 again at 
the box office 


By JAKE COYIE 

NEW YORK (AP) — Put on a 

happy face. "J oker" isNo. 1 
again. 

Todd Phillip's R-rated com¬ 
ic-book hit regained the 
top spot at the weekend 
box office in its fourth week 
of release, narrowly besting 
"Maleficent: Mistress of Evil." 
"The Warner Bros' sensation, 
starring Joaquin Phoenix, 
took in $18.9 million in ticket 
sales over the weekend, 
according to studio esti¬ 
mates Sunday. 

That came in just above 
the $18.6 million haulforthe 
Walt Disney Co.'s "Malefi¬ 
cent" sequel, which slid to 
second after a disappoint¬ 
ing No. 1 debut last week¬ 
end of $36 million. "Mistress 
of Evil," starring Angelina 
Jolie, is performing better 
overseas, where it grossed 
$64.3 million overthe week¬ 
end. 

With such a close race at 
the top between 'Joker" 
and "Mistressof Evil,"the or- 
dercould switch when final 
figures are released Mon¬ 
day. 

But ticket sales have con¬ 
tinued to surge well past 
expectations for 'Joker." 
With a modest budget of 
$60 million, it's been ex¬ 
traordinarily profitable for 
Warner Bros. — although 
the studio, to mitigate risk, 
shared costs with Bran Stu- 
diosand Village Roadshow 
Pictures. 

"This week, 'J oker" became 
the most successful R-rated 
moved ever, not account¬ 


ing for inflation, in world¬ 
wide release. It's made 
$849million globally, includ¬ 
ing $47.8 million interna¬ 
tionally overthe weekend. 
(Mel Gibson's 'The Passion 
of the Christ" remains the 
R-rated domestic leader, 
with $370.8 million.) 

Despite mixed reviews, 
'Joker" — a 'Taxi Drive r"- 
styled spin on a comic¬ 
book origin story — has 
already amassed a box- 
office total exceeding that 
of more mainstream super¬ 
hero movies such as 'Thor: 
Ragnarok" and 'Wonder 
Woman." 

No new releases mustered 
any competition with the 
holdovers. The best-per¬ 
forming newcomer was 
the SIX Entertainment hor¬ 
ror thriller 'Countdown." 
It grossed $9 million. Sony 
Screen Gems' "Black and 
Blue," a police thriller star¬ 
ring Naomie Harris, opened 
with $8.3 million. 

Holding especially well 
was 'The Ad da ms Family," 
United Artists and MG M's 
Halloween-timed animat¬ 
ed reboot of the maca¬ 
bre family. It slid just 28% in 
its second weekend with 
$11.7 million, good for third 
place 

Much of the weekend's 
action was in limited or ex¬ 
panding releases for ac¬ 
claimed Oscarcontenders. 
Robert Eggers' 'The Ught- 
house," a black-and-white 
psychological drama star¬ 
ring Willem Dafoe and Rob¬ 
ert Pattinson as 19th cen¬ 


tury lighthouse keepers, 
made $3 million on just 586 
scree ns forA24. 

Taika Waititi's 'Jojo Rabbit," 
about a 10-year-old boy 
growing up in Nazi Ger¬ 
many, expanded into 55 
theaters, earning a strong 
$1 million. In September, 
the Fox Searchlight release 
won the Toronto Film Festi¬ 
val's highly predictive audi¬ 
ence award , setting it up 
as a potential Academy 
Awards favorite. Its initial 
expansion suggests it will 
be a hit with audiences, 
too. 

Less successful was the 
Bruce Springsteen con¬ 
cert film 'Western Stars" 
($560,000 in 537 theaters). 
Alfonso Gomez-Rejon's'The 
Current War" also finally 
landed in theaters more 
than two years after it first 
premiered. Gomez-Rejon 
recut his film after Harvey 
Weinstein, shortly before 
his downfall, pushed out a 
critically panned version of 
the Thomas Edison (Bene¬ 
dict Cumberbatch) and 
George Westinghouse (Mi¬ 
chael Shannon) tale. Go- 
mez-Rejon's "directoris cut," 
which 101 Studiosacquired 
from the now-defunct 
Weinstein Co., opened 
with $2.7 million from about 
1,000 theaters. 

'Terminator: Dark Fate," 
which is expected to lead 
the box office next week¬ 
end, got off to a $12.8 mil¬ 
lion start in a handful of in¬ 
ternational markets before 
its state side debut.Q 


Boundary-pushing Dave Chappelle set 
to receive comedy award 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 

Boundary-pushing come¬ 
dian Dave Chappelle is 
the latest recipient of the 
Mark Twain prize for lifetime 
achievement in comedy, 
an honor being bestowed 
Sunday night at the Kenne¬ 
dy Center for the Perform¬ 
ing Arts in Washington. 

The event is a homecom¬ 
ing forChappelle, who was 
raised in suburban Silver 
Spring, Maryland, attend¬ 
ed Washington'sprestigious 
Duke Ellington School of 


the Arts and filmed his first 
HBO special in the capital. 
Chappelle was already a 
well-established comedian 
and comedic actor when 
he wasgiven hisown sketch 
comedy show in 2003. The 
show on Comedy Central, 
'Chappelle'sShow,"wasan 
immediate hit. It combined 
clever parodies that often 
tweaked racial conven¬ 
tions with uniquely staged 
musical productions featur¬ 
ing hip-hop and soul artists. 
At the height of his popu¬ 


larity, Chappelle shocked 
the entertainment industry 
by walking away from a lu¬ 
crative contract extension 
and abandoning the show 
while it was preparing for its 
third season. 

He disappeared from pub¬ 
lic view and took an ex¬ 
tended trip to Africa. He 
later explained that the 
pressures of the show's suc¬ 
cess and the influence ap¬ 
plied by the network made 
him feel "like some kind of a 
p restitute.'O 
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Wes Stud i to make Oscais history forNative Americanactois 

phone call from Santa Fe, 



This March 4, 2018 file photo shows Wes Sfeudi, left and Maura Dhuatthe Oscais in los Angeles. 

Associated Press 


By UNDSEY BA HR 
Associated ness 
LOS ANG ELES (AP) — When 
Cherokee actor Wes Studi 
was thinking about mov¬ 
ing to Los Angeles to take 
a shot at being an actor in 
the 1980s, he asked a friend 
if it was a good idea. The 
friend said "why not? Ihere 
aren't many Native Ameri¬ 
can actors." 

Instead of a deterrent, Stu- 
ditookthatasa plus. 

"I thought, 'OK, so not a 
whole lot of competition 
then,"'Studi, 71, said laugh¬ 
ing. "I thought why not take 
a leap and I did. And things 
turned out well." 

Although there was no way 
he could have known it at 
the time, the Tulsa, Okla¬ 
homa native came at the 
perfect time too. Holly¬ 
wood had started to move 
beyond itsdeplorable past 
of casting white actors for 
indigenous roles and look¬ 
ing for more authenticity 
in casting. Some of his first 
films included "Dances With 
Wolves," "The Last of the 
Mohicans" and "Geronimo: 


An American Legend" that 
would lead to a fruitful 30- 
year career that's still very 
active. 

This Sunday, Studi will make 
history as the first ever Na¬ 
tive American Oscar recipi¬ 


ent at the 11th annual Gov¬ 
ernors Awards, alongside 
fellow honorary Oscarhon- 
oreesDavid Lynch and Lina 
Wertmuller. (In 1982, Cree 
musician Buffy Sainte-Ma- 
rie, who was bom in Can¬ 


ada, became the first in¬ 
digenous Oscar winner for 
co-writing the music to best 
song winner "Up Where We 
Belong.") 

"I feel very honored about 
it," he said on a recent 


New Mexico, which he has 
called home for the past 
26 years. He just feels more 
comfortable living outside 
of LosAngeles, he said. 
Studi came to acting some¬ 
what late in life. He went to 
agriculture school, served 
in the Oklahoma National 
Guard and even went to 
Vietnam before he stated 
dabbling in theaterand lo¬ 
cal educational television. 

"I had a life before get¬ 
ting into this business. A 
non-acting life," Studi said. 
"And it turns out that life 
has served me well. I can 
connect with characters I 
play simply by referencing 
real life. It's been very help¬ 
ful over the years to have 
experienced life outside of 
entertainment." 

When he arrived in LosAn¬ 
geles, a now defunct orga¬ 
nization called the Ameri¬ 
can Indian Registry helped 
him get his start. The group 
promoted Native Ameri¬ 
can actors and made op- 
portunitiesforthemto meet 
agents. □ 


NY balletc rowd fetes Herman Cornejo on 20th ABTanniveisaiy 



In this Saturday, Oct 26, 2019, photo provided by the American Ballet Theatre Heiman Cornejo 
performs in Twyla Thaip'sA Gathering ofGhostsin New York. 

Associated Press 


By J OC ELYN NOVEC K 
NEW YORK (AP) — On a 

night full of balletic leaps, 
the most joyous came 
during curtain calls, when 
iconic American choreog¬ 
rapher Twyla Tharp bound¬ 
ed into the arms of dancer 
Herman Cornejo to cel¬ 
ebrate his 20th anniversary 
on the New York stage. 
Cornejo, a dashing figure 
with a mop of dark hair 
and a breathtaking leap 
himself, has been a favor¬ 
ite of New York ballet au¬ 
diences ever since he set 
footon the American Ballet 
Theatre stage as a teen¬ 
ager from Argentina two 
decadesago. 

On Saturday night at Lin¬ 
coln Center's David H. Koch 
Theater, the company 
honored his milestone with 
showers of confetti, gar¬ 
lands of flowers and a spe¬ 
cial ballet choreographed 
by Tharp, "A Gathering of 
Ghosts." 

The evening began with 
Cornejo, all in white, per¬ 
forming the title role in 
George Balanchine's 


"Apollo," debuting in the 
classic role atthe seasoned 
age of 38. It proved a per¬ 
fect match for his dramatic 
sensibilities and his physical 
gifts of a feather-light jump 


and superb control. Danc¬ 
ing opposite him as Terpsi¬ 
chore was ballerina Misty 
Copeland, a longtime and 
frequent partner. 

Next came a short film in 


which Cornejo, as narrator, 
introduced himself. "Dance 
has given me a beautiful 
way of living," he said, not¬ 
ing how he first became 
enamored with ballet as 


an 8-year-old boy in Bue¬ 
nos Aires, when he saw a 
production of "Spartacus." 
He spoke of the influence 
of his sister, Erica Cornejo, 
a former ABT dancer who 
recently retired from Boston 
Ballet. 

Then Erica Cornejo her¬ 
self came onstage for 
"El Chamuyo," a tango- 
inspired duet with her 
brother, a brief but crowd¬ 
pleasing piece to music 
by Francisco Canaro and 
choreography by Ana Ma¬ 
ria Steckelman. 

The evening ended with 
Tharp's new work, a whimsi¬ 
cal piece in which Cornejo, 
in a matador-like jumpsuit 
in black and shiny silver, 
played "host" to ghosts in¬ 
cluding Louis XIV, Marie 
Antoinette, Proust and a 
character called 'Greased 
Lig htning." 

Then came the curtain 
calls, the ovations, the con¬ 
fetti descending from the 
rafters, and Tharp, extreme¬ 
ly limber at 78, leaping into 
Cornejo's arms and wrap¬ 
ping her legs a round him.O 
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Swa rm of sea uichinswneaksdesbuctk>nonU.S West Coast 



In this 2018 photo, provided by Scott Groth, a destroyed kelp forest filled with an explosion of 
puiple sea urchins is seen offthe Oregon coast near RortOrfbrd, Ore. 

Associated Press 


NEWPORT, Ore. (AP) — Tens 
of millions of voracious pur¬ 
ple sea urchins that have 
already chomped their 
way through towering un- 
derwaterkelp forests in Cal¬ 
ifornia are spreading north 
to Oregon, sending the del¬ 
icate marine ecosystem off 
the shore into such disarray 
that other critical species 
are starving to death. 

A recent count found 350 
million purple sea urchins 
on one Oregon reef alone 
— more than a 10,000% in¬ 
crease since 2014. And in 
Northern California, 90% of 
the giant bull kelp forests 
have been devoured by 
the urchins, perhaps never 
to return. 

Vast "urchin barrens" — 
stretches of denuded sea¬ 
floor dotted with nothing 
but hundreds of the spiny 
orbs — have spread to 
coastal Oregon, where 
kelp forests were once so 
thick it was impossible to 
navigate some areas by 
boat. 

the underwater annihila¬ 
tion is killing off important 
fisheries for red abalone 
and red sea urchins and 
creating such havoc that 
scientists in California are 
partnering with a private 
business to collect the 
over-abundant purple ur¬ 
chins and "ranch" them in 
a controlled environment 
forultimate sale to a global 
seafood market. 

'We're in uncharted terri¬ 
tory," said Scott Groth, a 
shellfish scientist with the 
Oregon Department of Fish 
and Wildlife. 'You can't just 
go out and smash them, 
"there's too many. I don't 
know whatwe can do." 

"the explosion of purple sea 
urchins is the latest symp¬ 
tom of a Pacific Northwest 
marine ecosystem that's 
out of whack. 

Kelp has been struggling 
because of wamner-than- 
usual waters in the Pacific 
Ocean. And, in 2013, a 
mysterious disease began 
wiping out tens of millions 
of starfish, including a spe¬ 
cies called the sunflower 
sea starthat is the only real 
predator of the ultra-hardy 
purple urchin. Around the 
same time, the purple ur¬ 
chins had two excellent 
breeding years— and with 


no predators, those gam¬ 
etes grew up and are now 
eating everything in sight. 
'You can imagine all of 
these small urchins grow¬ 
ing up, each one of them 
looking for food, desper¬ 
ate for food. They're liter- 
a lly sta rving out there," sa id 
Steven Rumrill, lead shellfish 
expert at Oregon's wildlife 
agency. "I've seen some 
big-scale fluctuations in 
the populations of sea stars 
and urchins, but never on 
this magnitude." 

Sc ientists a re not yet sure if 
climate change is respon¬ 
sible for the sea urchin ex¬ 


plosion, but they suspect it 
plays a role in the cascade 
of events that allowed the 
purple urchins to boom. 
And kelp, already under 
siege from warming waters, 
is not as resilient as it once 
was, said Norah Eddy, an 
associate director at the 
Nature Conservancy Cali¬ 
fornia 's oceans prog ram. 
'We're going to see climate 
change as a big driver of 
changes in kelp forest as 
we move forward, and we 
are already seeing that," 
said Eddy, who is leading 
an effort to use drones to 
map and monitor Northern 


California's last remaining 
kelp forests. 

"The devastation isalso eco¬ 
nomic: Until now, red aba¬ 
lone and red sea urchins, 
a larger and meatier spe¬ 
cies of urchin, supported a 
thriving commercial fishery 
in both states. But 96% of 
red abalone have disap¬ 
peared from California's 
northern coast asthe num¬ 
ber of purple sea urchins 
increased sixfold, accord¬ 
ing to a study released this 
week by the University of 
California, Davis. 

Last year, California closed 
its red abalone fishery. 


which poured an esti¬ 
mated $44 million into the 
coastal economy peryear, 
and Oregon suspended 
permits for its 300 abalone 
divers for three years. "The 
commercial harvest of red 
sea urchins in California 
and Oregon also hastaken 
a massive hit. 

'That's a huge economic 
loss for our small coastal 
communities," said Cynthia 
Catton, a research associ¬ 
ate with the University of 
California, Davis Bodega 
Marine Lab. "In California, 
there were 30,000 to 40,000 
participants in (the aba¬ 
lone) fishery every year for 
decades, and for the first 
time ever that fishery had 
to close." 

And while the purple ur¬ 
chins have eaten them¬ 
selves into starvation as 
well, unlike other kelp- 
dependent creatures, the 
species can go into a dor¬ 
mant state, stop reproduc¬ 
ing and live for years with 
no food. That means the 
only way to restore the kelp 
is to remove or destroy the 
purple urchins Scientists 
estimate that in Oregon 
alone, it would take 15 to 20 
years to remove all 100 mil¬ 
lion pounds (45 million kilo¬ 
grams) of purple urchins re¬ 
cently surveyed on just one 
large reef. While urchinsare 
in starvation mode, the ed¬ 
ible part — known as roe — 
shrivels, making them com¬ 
mercially worthless. 

Against this backdrop, con¬ 
servationists, commercial 
urchin harvesters, scientists 
and private interests are 
coming together with an 
unusual plan: Pay under¬ 
employed red sea urchin 
divers to collect the shriv¬ 
eled, but living, purple sea 
urchins and transfer them 
to carefully tended urchin 
"ranches" to be fattened 
up forsale to seafood mar¬ 
kets a round the world. 

One company, Urchinom- 
ics, is already working on 
urchin ranching projects in 
Japan, Canada and Cali¬ 
fornia and sees a future 
where the overwhelming 
demand for wild urchin 
roe is replaced by a taste 
for human-raised purple 
urchins collected from the 
seafloor, allowing kelp for¬ 
ests to rebound .□ 



In this May 20, 2019 photo, itoe, or uni, is seen inside a puiple utc hin that was harvested off the 
Mendocino County Coastand fed for several weeks at the Bodega Marine Lab in Bodega Bay, 
Calif. 

Associated Press 






